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Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Duddingston Village Conservation Society:  22 May 2007
Agenda Item 1: Introductions and Apologies
There were approximately 30 members in attendance.   On behalf of the Kirk, Jim Jack welcomed everyone to the newly refurbished Kirk Hall.

Apologies were received from Roger Mercer, Malcolm Borthwick, Katy Bradford, Sarah Bruce, Saskia Gavin, Nick Marshall, K and Robin Orr, Dr MacKintyre, Phylis and Mike Godman,  Michaela Wright and  Sally Windsor.
The meeting was chaired by Malcolm Windsor (Chairman).  The Secretary is Mrs Lindsay Crofts.

Malcolm Windsor introduced Cllr Ewan Aitken and Cll Gary Peacock both of whom had been returned in the recent local government elections as representing the area.
Gary Peacock introduced himself as a Liberal Democrat Councillor, living in Leith Links.  He said he would shortly be setting up surgeries in Duddingston Primary School, but meantime could be contacted through the City Chambers.  Ewan Aitken (Labour) said that this was a new ward and a new part of Edinburgh for him.  He welcomed getting to know the community and hoped that he would continue to be closely involved.  He too would have surgeries at Duddingston Primary school on the 1st Wednesday of every month and was contactable by phone and e mail.

Agenda Item 2:  Minutes of the 2006 AGM

The minutes of the 2006 AGM, which were circulated earlier in the year with the Paddock newsletter, were approved and adopted.

Agenda Item 3:  Matters Arising 

Website: Lindsay Crofts reported that Nick Marshall had recently done some work on a website which would shortly transfer across to duddingston-village.org.   It is hoped to establish a small editorial committee to ensure its regular update and oversee its development. 
Traffic:  Leo Harding noted that she had been in correspondence with the City Council about traffic problems in the village.  Initially she had had a very poor response from the Council, but now had a very full and constructive letter from John Gill, Area Road Manager, South and East.  This had followed a visit to the village of two Council officials who met Lindsay Crofts and Jim Jack and got a good idea of the traffic problems we face daily.  Roger Crofts wished it noted by the meeting that this was not and issue which divided the village.  Whilst the traffic was heaviest on Old Church Lane, more people live in the Causeway and there was a speed issue there.  Discussion identified a key issue in relation to enforcement – both of the current speed restrictions, and the use of Holyrood Park by commercial vehicles.  Other suggested actions for consideration included the possibility of one way traffic;  a restriction on turning into the Causeway from Old Church Lane;  limitation on parking at the pub corner of the Causeway; diverting cyclists along the Causeway and through the vennel (to reduce the risk to pedestrians in Old Church Lane).  It was agreed that the traffic group would respond to the Council, and have a follow up meeting to try to identify how the traffic problem could be improved, and would consult the community on proposals in due course.  The group would also raise the matter of enforcement with the police.
Cllr Aitken said that the letter from Mr Gill offered a real opportunity for the Community to come up with proposals which the Council would consider.  He offered to attend the next meeting of the traffic sub group (which would likely be in the autumn).
Agenda Item 4:  Holy Rood High School
Malcolm Windsor gave a brief report on the school. The planning application for the new Holy Rood R.C. High School was eventually submitted to the Council by the developers on 15th August 2006. Holy Rood is one of eight schools included in the PPP2 schools project. The Council’s intention was to sign contracts with private sector partners for the whole PPP2 project by the end of January 2007 with construction on the new Holy Rood School commencing in June 2007 with the new school being available for occupancy in January 2009. Demolition of the existing school and the establishment of sports and car parking provision would then be completed by October 2009.  

The Council was considering reducing the size of the proposed school to 1,000 pupils to reflect the expected future intake levels, but it has now been confirmed that the new building will be for 1,200 pupils as was originally planned. 

As far as relations with the school are concerned it was considered that, through the efforts of the head mistress the behaviour of the pupils had improved considerably when out of school and around the community.  It was hoped that this would continue.  A number of residents commented favourably on the behaviour of the majority of pupils at the school.
Cllr Aitken suggested a discussion with the Police Youth Action Team to ensure continued good behaviour by the minority who continued to cause difficulties.  There was still seen to be continued litter problems, especially along Cavalry Park Drive,  although it was noted that the Council had increased the litter collection in the area.

Other related issued discussed included the state of the bus shelter and the telephone kiosk both of which were badly vandalised and not appropriate to a conservation village.  Lindsay Crofts said that she had taken up with the Council the question of the advertising of the phone box and the modern design of both but had received a very negative reply from the Council to the effect that both structures fell outwith planning law.  Jim Jack noted that he had written to the bus company and very quickly had seen the bus shelter on Duddingston Road West improved.  

He also asked whether it would be possible to improve the landscaping round the war memorial as part of the school landscaping works.  Lindsay Crofts undertook to raise this with the Council.   

Agenda Item 5:  Community Land

Roger Crofts and Graeme Murdoch gave a photographic presentation of the improvements at the Cmmunity land, and the uses made of it during the year.   All volunteers working on the land were commended for their efforts, as were the efforts of Claudia. Roger reported that discussions continued with the National Trust for Scotland  to have the walls and the byre repaired and improved and these discussions would continue.
Agenda Item 7:  Treasurers Report

Lindsay Crofts gave the treasurer’s report.  Due to computer problems it was not possible to circulate accounts signed and sealed by the accountants, but Scott Moncrieff had agreed  the draft which was circulated.

Our main expenditure had been on expensive one-off work on the garden – the new steps, clearance of the top land and skips for talking away the debris.

The income is from interest (increased again now that NTS has repaid its dues) and membership.  Lindsay said that the Society is still keen to encourage people to donate or subscribe to the Society through direct debit (or any other way they want) and Leo Harding, as subscription secretary, can provide them with forms.

The Accounts were duly adopted.

Agenda Item 8:  Elections

There was one vacancy on the Committee and in addition, Jamie Gilchrist has asked to step down, due to pressure of work.  Leo Harding and Tiff Wright had completed a 3 year term but had indicated a willingness to be nominated for a further term.

Malcolm Windsor thanked Jamie Gilchrist for his valuable contribution to the Committee’s deliberations over the years.    
Tiff Wright (nominated by Jimmy Corcoran and seconded by Sandy Richardson) and Leo Harding (nominated by Jim Jack and seconded by Roger Crofts) were re-elected to the Committee.

Alasdair Gill (nominated by Malcolm Windsor and seconded by Roger Crofts) and Nick Marshall (in absentia – nominated by Lindsay Crofts and seconded by Roger Crofts)   were elected to the Committee. 
Any Other Business
AOB 1: After some discussion it was agreed that we should not pursue the relocation of the war memorial, but rather try to get an improvement in the landscaping around it.
AOB 2: The issue was raised of whether the village should have CCTV cameras to reduce criminality – however there was concern about the cost of their maintenance.

AOB3  Freda O’Byrne and the Paddock editorial committee was complemented on continued production of the paddock newsletter.

The Chairman thanks all who attended, and all who had worked in support of the activities of the DVCS during the year
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