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Duddingston Village Conservation Area is a place of both natural and man-made 
beauty of around 1.2 sq. kms set at the foot of Arthur’s Seat, with a population of 
approximately 300 people.  The map on the title page shows the conservation 
area, which consists of Duddingston Village, the policies of Duddingston House, 
Duddingston Loch and Bawsinch Nature Reserve, and includes Holy Rood High 
School.  The village has been in existence for about a millennium centring on a 
church founded in the 12th century, was partly cleared to enable the development 
of the Duddingston House Estate by the Earl of Abercorn and flourished as the 
residence of miners and weavers in the 18th and 19th centuries.  In the early 19th 
century the village became the focus of ‘out of town’ residences for the relatively 
well-off, particularly on Old Church Lane.  Remnants of some of the original 
weavers/miners cottages can be seen in the Causeway. New housing has been 
developed around Duddingston House and this has significantly increased the 
population of the conservation area.  The present population of the conservation 
area consists of an unusually broad spectrum of young people with children, the 
middle aged, and retired people, combining people who work in Edinburgh and 
beyond, the self employed, and long term residents and new arrivals.  The Kirk 
forms a powerful focus for Duddingston Parish, a wider community than just the 
Conservation Area, and Dr Neil’s Garden and its associated Curling Tower are 
beginning to attract tourist interest.  A relatively well-developed sense of 
community is illustrated by the recent acquisition and development of the 
community land on the northern edge of the Conservation Area.   
 
The Conservation Area sits at one of the 3 entrances of Holyrood Park.  

Duddingston Village Conservation Society was set up 

1. to stimulate public interest in and care for the beauty, history and character 
of Duddingston Conservation Area and its surroundings; 

2. to promote access to and understanding of the environment, both natural 
and man-made, of Duddingston Conservation Area and its surroundings; 

3. to encourage the preservation, development and improvement of feature of 
general public amenity or historic interest; 

4. to encourage high standards of architecture and planning in Duddingston 
Conservation Area and its surroundings; 

5. to pursue these ends by educational activities such as meetings, 
exhibitions, lectures, publications, conferences and publicity and the 
promotions of schemes of a charitable nature.  

The community land was bought in 2000 on behalf of the village by the National 
Trust for Scotland using funds from the McNiven Bequest. Since then, work has 
gone on to restore the site.  A number of events have been organised in the Tennis 
Court recreation area including barbecues, musical evenings, bonfires, birthday 
parties and other celebrations.  This work helped raise awareness amongst the 
wider community of the community land. 
 
The land comprises: 
·  A (former) tree nursery, now with communal chickens and several residents' 

beehives.  
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·  A (former) Tennis Court, now a general recreation area, with a marquee for 
rainy days in summer. 

·  A (former) drying green 
·  A kitchen garden, now fully reinstated and producing plenty of vegetables 
·  A (former) byre, which it is hoped will be renovated 
 
A professional gardener works one day a week on the land (mainly on the kitchen 
garden) and the rest of the work is carried out by volunteers from the village and 
beyond. Everyone is welcome to community land workdays which are promoted on 
the DVCS web site and advertised on the gate the preceding week.  In addition 
everyone is welcome to help the community gardener every Thursday1.  

��������������������
�
DVCS were very keen to keen to engage the local community in appraising village 
life and what can be done to improve the local area, retaining and enhancing 
what’s great about the area and coming up with solutions to issues they feel are 
important. 
 
DVCS felt the work should be undertaken using participatory methods to enable as 
wide a range of local people as possible to contribute to the process and to help 
identify what can be taken forward in collaboration with the community.  They also 
felt that it would be best if a neutral outsider led the work so; with help from the 
Neighbourhood Partnership they appointed a local community engagement 
specialist to lead the process.  
 
DVCS recognises that community engagement to determine opinions about the 
way forward for Duddingston is essential if the conservation area is to retain its 
character and community vibrancy. 

Seeking local knowledge 
In order to understand how people feel about the area and find out what they 
would like to see happening, an approach was needed that would let people share 
their views about what they thought about the area, and make suggestions about 
what could be done to change or improve it.  For this reason a Participatory 
Appraisal (PA) approach was used which recognises that the people who live in 
the community have the knowledge and experience to comment on it, and 
specifically encourages reaching out beyond the “usual suspects”.  It encourages 
people to share their ideas and knowledge about what it’s like to live, work or visit 
an area.  It is an informal, open, and transparent process and it is quite unlike most 
surveys and questionnaires. 
 
It tries to involve as wide a cross section of local people as possible, and make 
sure there is equal representation.  This means that those whose voices are not 
often heard or valued – “the hidden voices” – are heard.   PA recognises that 
people’s lives and ideas and experiences are different and sometimes complex.  
So in doing the work the team tried to reach as many members of the community 
as possible from a range of ages and different locations.  In carrying out and 
recording the comments the approach does not try to create averages or demand 

                                            
1 http://www.duddingston-village.co.uk/ 
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that everyone is the same.  A single comment may be highly significant and very 
useful. 
 
Participatory appraisal is about not making assumptions about what local people 
are interested in; it recognises their ability collectively to think about what it’s like 
living in the area, and to come up with their own solutions.  At the start, no-one 
knew what would emerge – and that was important too.  People may have had 
some ideas – like the community spirit and the great location – but the outcome did 
not want to be pre-judged. 
   
So the information in this report was gathered by the team of facilitators by talking 
with local people and recording everything that was said.  In the end 248 people 
participated and over 1150 comments were recorded, each of which should be 
taken as important.  Some people made several comments that we themed under, 
for instance locality because there are lots of things they appreciate about the area 
i.e. beautiful, proximity to the park, close to the city etc.  Others may have made 
only one comment that fitted the locality theme but others that fitted the 
Facilities/Activities theme.  All the comments and young people’s summary 
diagrams, representing the essence of their views, are integrated into the body of 
the report.  Additional mapped comments are in the appendix. 
 
The result is that there is now a good picture of the concerns of the people who live 
or work in Duddingston area, and who KNOW what it is like to live and/or work in 
Duddingston.    
 
The DVCS, and anyone else who has a good reason to be interested in 
Duddingston, can now use this information to take forward any ideas which have 
emerged.  With the help of the community the DVCS will drive forward ideas which 
will help bring about positive changes and improvements.  

Aim of the work 
The aim of the work was to ensure the future work plans and actions of the DVCS 
are firmly based on the views and aspirations of the local community it represents. 
 
The work aimed: 
1. to engage with the community (Conservation Area residents) to enable them to 

share, record and prioritise their opinions on issues affecting the Conservation 
Area environment;  to consider external influences and internal influences;  to 
consider barriers to the enjoyment of the environment  and to consider ways of 
improving the quality of life experience of residents and visitors;  to reach as 
wide a cross-section of the community as possible in terms of age, gender and 
locality; 

 
2. To engage with those who use the Conservation Area for pleasure or for 

business; to take views on the elements which make it special/causes 
difficulties? 

What will happen with the work? 
The Society will:   

·  consider those outcomes which directly relate to DVCS terms of reference, 
and will take these into account in its forward programmes;  



 

 6  

·  use the information to determine future issues to be addressed 
·  use the information from the PA process to clarify its policy in relation to 

those issues where it represents the views of its members to other 
organisations 

·  and make representations on behalf of participants to other authorities. 
 
In addition the Society will: 

·  share the outputs with the wider stakeholder group so that the views and 
opinions of those consulted can be taken into account as appropriate by 
relevant authorities.  

�����������
�����
The community participation was promoted through a 
postcard inserted in the Paddock newsletter (a DVCS 
publication) and delivered to every house in the 
Conservation Area.  Posters were also put up on 
lampposts, at local businesses and flyers were left at 
public places.   
 
Letters and emails were sent to all the local councillors, 
local primary schools and Holy Rood High School as 
well to Historic Scotland, National Trust for Scotland, 
Scottish Natural Heritage, Scottish Wildlife Trust, 
SUSTRANS, Police, City of Edinburgh Planning and 
Transport Departments as well as the Neighbourhood 
Partnership.  In addition representatives of groups and 

organisations working within the community were contacted by telephone such as 
the Local Minister, Rainbows, Brownies, Guides, Boys Brigade, Dr Neil’s Garden 
Trust, the local walking group and Cavalry Park Residents Association.    The team 
also met the local publican and were able to talk to people using the Sheep Heid 
Inn.  

How the team worked and who they spoke to 
The team spent several days working in the community encouraging local people 
to share their ideas and opinions about the area.  This took place from September 
3rd starting with a drop-by event at the community garden and finishing with a 
feedback display on Saturday 12th September during the DVCS Festival.  Local 
people participated as individuals, or as part of a small group.   
 
The team tracked the age range and numbers of people who they were talking to, 
to make sure that that all age groups were included.  They also checked that they 
were meeting a range of people that were close to the population spread of the 
area. 
 
The team also tried to make sure they talked to people in different areas so plotted 
where the people lived.   By the end 248 people had shared their views face-to 
face, at meetings, via email and one letter was received. There is a good spread of 
people around the community as can be seen from the map below.  In addition 
people from Edinburgh and as far afield as Italy, Spain and Australia shared their 
views.  A lot of similar comments were collected from people as the team 
progressed and started to see the same faces. 
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The diagram on the left shows 
the breakdown by Female: Male 
and the diagram below the 
spread of ages.  The chart 
shows that a good proportion of 
young people were engaged 
with due to participation by 
primary school, brownies and 
the Sunday Club young people 
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Of the 248 people who participated, 93 lived within the Conservation area, 14 
worked or ran businesses within the area and 141 lived outside the area.  Those 
living outside included people from the wider Duddingston area, further afield in 
Edinburgh and visitors from other areas of Scotland, UK and overseas.  

Gathering the information 
The team worked in the area on the following days: 
·  Thursday 3rd September Drop-by event 6-8pm at the Community Garden 
·  Friday 4th – Sunday 5th Out and about in the area, speaking to people on the 

streets and at their homes: 
 

o Old Church Lane 
o The Causeway 
o Cavalry Park 
o Loch side 
o Dr Neil’s Garden 
o Art Group 
o Sunday Club 
o Kirk Coffee morning 
o Sheep Heid Inn 

 
The team knocked on doors in all the streets in the conservation area over the 5 
days, some up to 4 times at different times of the day to maximise opportunities for 
participation as well as following up on contacts.  
 
·  Wednesday 9th – Thursday 10th 

o Out & About in the conservation & wider area including golf club, loch 
side, Dr Neil’s Garden, Community Garden. 

o Meetings with people at the Manse, Brownies, Duddingston Primary 
School, The Student Council at Holyrood School, Local businesses and 
at the Sheep Heid Inn 

o Filling in gaps from conservation area residents 
·  Saturday 12th September – displaying all the results on the Causeway during 

the Village Festival – displayed from 10am to 5pm 
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Members of the team also stood at strategic points in the village such as bus 
stops, the car park by the loch, by the shop etc to make sure they reached people 
who didn’t know about the work or had forgotten about it.   

Methodology 
The team used PA mapping methods and a visual diagram to ensure openness 
and no pre-determined closed questions.  These are open methods that enable 
people to share the ideas and solutions they have to what it’s like in the 
community.   
 
The key question was:  

 

“What do you think of the Duddingston Village Conservation Area?”    
 

People were asked to focus on conservation, enjoyment and appreciation of the 
area; people were encouraged to reflect on what it’s like in the area: 
 

·  what’s great about the area 
·  any obstacles or barriers to the enjoyment of the environment and any other 

concerns or issues and 
·  what could be done to improve the area, change it for the better, things that 

would make it better and would improve the quality of life experiences for 
residents and visitors.   

 
This open format encouraged people to record whatever was important to them.  
This approach is different to surveys and questionnaires with pre-defined 
questions.  It encourages people to focus and reflect on the issues that are 
important to them and the community. 
 
Everyone who participated put a dot on a map, or recorded the place, to show 
where they lived and a tick to show what age they were.  This was to make sure 
that a wide range of people, young to older, women and men, girls and boys from 
all over the area were reached.  The record of this can be seen under the section 
“Who participated” on page 6. 
 
People recorded their ideas and solutions as groups, with families and friends, or 
as individuals. 
 
Important note  
Everything that people recorded is in the appendices with a summary in the main 
body of the report.  Great care was taken to ensure that what people said and 
meant was recorded carefully by clarifying all the key points.  Some people were 
happy to record their own comments whilst some people wanted the team to write 
the comments.  In all cases what people meant was clarified so that their 
comments were accurately recorded.  
 
What everybody said was recorded and is included in the report.  Some people 
may have made only one comment, some may have made many more, it 
depended what was important to them.  One person can have made a number of 
positive or negative comments on an issue.  This means that no quantitative 
weighting can be attributed to any one issue.  It was, however apparent that there 
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were some issues that were mentioned more often by more people and this shows 
in the diagrams in the next section. 

Organising the information 
All the ideas people shared meant that a large amount of information was amassed 
and it had to be managed in some way.  There were over 1150 comments 
recorded plus the ideas shared by the young people.  To help with this process it 
was noted if people lived or worked in the area or if they lived outside the 
Conservation Area.  The summary of the comments and the complete record of all 
comments in the appendix show the breakdown under three areas:   
 

·  Residents 
·  People who work in the area 
·  Visitors 

 
Every comment was recorded and some strong themes emerged from them. The 
team had also gained some initial impressions of what local concerns were and 
these helped to confirm the main themes.  These were shared with the DVCS at a 
feedback session a couple of weeks after the community work.  It noted the 
themes and agreed the broad headings under which the comments should be 
grouped. 
 
Whichever way the information was looked at there might have been different ways 
of categorising it.  Different themes may be seen but what has emerged, in the 
end, can be confidently said to give a good impression  of what people who 
participated think of the conservation area, and what changes they would like to 
see – and that was what DVCS, with community help, needs to help carry forward. 
 
The young people at Duddingston Primary School, the Brownies and the Sunday 
Club shared their ideas in groups by drawing and writing and their ideas are 
summarised on page 18. 
 

What people think about Duddingston Village Conserv ation Area? 
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Not everyone wanted to record how they felt about the area.  However over 100 
people were happy to record how they felt and the diagram above shows that the 
large majority of them were very positive about the area.  
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Feeding back the information to the community   
One of the features of Participatory Appraisal 
is to give prompt feedback to the community 
and this was done during the Village Festival 
on Saturday 12th September.  The display 
was set up on the street so it was easy for 

people to see what had happened.  This meant that lots of visitors as well as local 
people who were not going to the festival could also see the results.  People who 
had not had a chance before were encouraged to add their ideas. 
 
There is also this report and a four page summary report incorporated in the 
November 2009 Paddock.  In addition the full report will be available in Portobello 
Library as paper copies, as well as on CD-rom and on the DVCS website. 

���������	������������
�� ������������!�
Here, then, are the results of the participation exercise.  The things people most 
liked about the area, barriers and obstacles to enjoyment of the area and changes 
or improvements are summarised in diagrams and discussed below.  All the 
comments that people made are in the appendix which people are encouraged to 
read. The appendix includes maps where site specific comments are noted; these 
are in addition to the comments on the following pages and relate to specific 
places in the conservation area. They all make a fascinating read.   
 
The diagrams below help show the main themes and the proportion of comments 
overall.  They show the comments under the three areas the ideas were collated 
under:  

·  Residents 
·  People who work in the area 
·  Visitors 

 
The ideas have been recorded in sections with those from residents and people 
who work in the area coming first; followed by visitor comments and finally the 
diagrams representing young people’s views.  People are urged to read the 
comments which are all included in the appropriate sections to get a picture of 
what people think who took part.   The diagrams show how the ideas emerged as 
themes.   
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What’s great about the conservation area: Residents  
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The diagram above shows the themes that emerged, all the comments the 
residents of the area made are recorded below. 
 
 

Locality - 181 comments 
·  10 minutes into town & 15 minutes into 

countryside 
·  A relief to get back when you come into 

the village & it envelops you 
·  A sense of belonging 
·  A sense of place 
·  A village near the city, village community 

& beautiful place to live 
·  Access to hill to walk the dog 
·  Access to open countryside 
·  Access to Park 
·  Access to the city 
·  Accessibility to city centre yet solitary 

once you’re here 
·  Amenity – Natural & Build environment 
·  Amenity of Park & village  
·  Arthur's Seat – an important feature of 

life! 
·  As nice a place as would wish to live in 

Edinburgh - unique 
·  Attractive conservation village 
·  Attractive loch 
·  Beautiful 
·  Beautiful 
·  Beautiful area 
·  Beautiful Church 
·  Beautiful place 

·  Beautiful setting 
·  Being near the hill 
·  Brilliant wee village 
·  Built environment 
·  Can walk to city centre 
·  Can walk to work 
·  Can walk to work 
·  Can’t believe you’re in Edinburgh 

because of the rural nature 
·  Character 
·  Character, history 
·  Characterful – village & manor 
·  Charm of architecture of village 
·  Clean 
·  Close proximity to Arthur’s Seat, cycling, 

running 
·  Close to city 
·  Close to city but real village feel 
·  Close to city centre, very convenient 
·  Close to City of Edinburgh 
·  Close to nature 
·  Close to Park & loch 
·  Closeness to loch & look at birds 
·  Coming home from city into village feels 

like being in countryside – fresher air, 
trees 

·  Conservation area 
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·  Conservation area in general 
·  Convenient for Edinburgh 
·  Couldn’t get a more beautiful place in 

Edinburgh – Arthur’s Seat, Loch – 
absolutely beautiful 

·  Country area 
·  Country feeling to place but in the city 
·  Country in the city - fantastic 
·  Country in the town – best of both 
·  Countryside in the Village but also 

reasonably easy to get to city 
·  Delightful 
·  Different properties 
·  Duddingston House 
·  Duddingston is a village in the town 
·  Easy access to East Lothian 
·  Easy reach to everywhere 
·  Everything 
·  Exceptional place 
·  Fantastic location 
·  Fantastic views 
·  Feeling of the countryside independent 

from Edinburgh (separate from the rest of 
the world) 

·  Feels like a village, a physical place 
·  Feels like living in country by town & sea 
·  Fresh air 
·  Garden/nature 
·  Good view to Arthur's Seat 
·  Great dog walks nearby 
·  Great place to live 
·  Great place to live 
·  Green 
·  Green 
·  Green 
·  Green open space 
·  Green space 
·  Greenery 
·  Greenness 
·  Handiness for town 
·  Having a garden in the city 
·  Historic 
·  Historic element 
·  History 
·  Holyrood Park 
·  Houses conserved well in village – state 

of buildings improved over the years 
·  Ideal place to live (don’t get involved with 

Committees or meetings though as 
nothing gets done) 

·  It’s our village 
·  Like being in country but 10 minutes from 

town 
·  Like the area -& have friends close by 
·  Like the area because it’s peaceful 
·  Like the loch & walks round Park 
·  Like the village feel) 
·  Little bit of green in the middle of 

Edinburgh 
·  Living by trees 

·  Living in a high quality environment, park, 
nature reserve 

·  Living on edge of Edinburgh 
·  Location 
·  Location 
·  Location absolutely perfect 
·  Loch & hill (when park not shut it’s 

shorter journey to city) 
·  Loch nice/restful 
·  Love it – really nice place to come 
·  Love the area 
·  Lovely location but near town 
·  Lovely spot with Park 
·  Lovely views 
·  Meadowfield Community Woodland  - 

initiated originally to prevent development 
in about 1970s 

·  More garden around to play on than in 
the City 

·  Natural Beauty spot 
·  Nature 
·  Near the city 
·  Next to Park 
·  Nice & quiet 
·  Not built up 
·  Not over built 
·  Not too far from town so can walk, but 

also away from town & noise 
·  Outskirts of Edinburgh 
·  Park – outdoor recreation, leisure 
·  Peace & quiet 
·  Peaceful – don't hear much traffic 
·  Peaceful – just most peaceful place to 

live 
·  Peaceful (except first thing in morning & 

last thing at night 
·  Peaceful, beautiful, historic area 
·  Protected by development 
·  Proximity to city centre 
·  Proximity to city with countryside feel 
·  Proximity to Edinburgh 
·  Proximity to Holyrood Park 
·  Proximity to Holyrood Park, Dr Neil's 

Garden, to school & playing fields 
·  Proximity to Park & Arthur's Seat 
·  Quiet 
·  Quiet 
·  Quiet 
·  Quiet 
·  Quiet 
·  Quiet 
·  Quiet 
·  Quiet especially Cavalry 
·  Quiet in Cavalry Park 
·  Quiet where I live (Cavalry) 
·  Quite like being in the country 
·  Real village in the centre of city 
·  Rich, varied birds – spill over from Park 

to garden e.g. woodpecker 
·  Rural feel 
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·  Scenery & wildlife 
·  Security good 
·  Sense of history 
·  Sense of place, belonging 
·  Sense of place, belonging 
·  Sense of tradition, because of length of 

settlement, means a lot 
·  Setting – against hills & trees – wonderful 
·  Setting – rural feel & seclusion, quietness 
·  So near centre of city & close to deprived 

area 
·  Space 
·  Special little place 
·  Style of housing & views 
·  The beautiful environment 
·  The jewel is by house & courtyard 

(Duddingston Manor) 
·  To be so near Edinburgh is fantastic 
·  Traditional 
·  Tranquillity 
·  Very charming, historic village 
·  Very convenient 
·  Very pleasant place 

·  Very, very happy – everything is here – 
country in the city 

·  Vicinity to good school (Portobello) 
·  Village - kept as it was 
·  Walk to Arthur's Seat, Loch & Innocent 

Railway 
·  Walking in whole area & by golf course 
·  Walking through Park/up Arthur's Seat 
·  Walking, cycling, dog walking in Park 
·  Wild land round about 
·  Wildlife 
·  Wildlife 
·  Wonderful 
·  Just enjoy living here 
·  Always liked the area 
·  Only been here 6 months & son loves it 
·  Lived in the area 30 years & it's lovely 

living here 
·  It's like being in the country – good 

compromise for not living in the country 
·  Pleasant enough place 

 
Facilities/Activities – 82 comments 

·  Cycle your bike 
·  Golf 
·  Golf Club 
·  Good cycle paths & walking 
·  Handy for golf 
·  Local School – Parsons Green - is very 

good 
·  Able to go to Park & walk dog 
·  Access to recreational facilities 

(Commonwealth Pool, Meadowbank, 
Park) 

·  Activities Church provides 
·  Aware lots going on @ Church but no 

always here to be able to get involved 
·  Children can cycle safely 
·  Church 
·  Church & the Minister are good for the 

community 
·  Community space 
·  Access to Dr Neil’s Garden 
·  Dr Neil’s – an adventure 
·  Dr Neil’s Garden 
·  Dr Neil’s Garden 
·  Dr Neil’s Garden 
·  Dr Neil’s Garden – though not clear when 

public can access – not obvious – though 
aware that may attract people who might 
“destroy” the plants & trees. 

·  Dr Neil's 
·  Dr Neil's Garden 
·  Dr Neil's Garden 
·  Dr Neil's Garden 
·  Dr Neil's Garden 
·  Dr Neil's Garden 
·  Dr Neil's Garden 

·  Dr Neil's Garden  
·  Dr Neil's Garden 
·  Dr Neil's Garden 
·  Golf course – 5 minutes from my house 
·  Golf course nearby 
·  Good place to walk dog @ Arthur's Seat 
·  Great for kids – countryside, village 

events 
·  Having Church 
·  Kirk 
·  Park on doorstep – walking 
·  Walking group – once a month – next 

20th September 
·  Plenty of area for children to play @ 

Cavalry 
·  Cycleway – Innocent Railway – value 

hugely & take kids there regularly 
·  Like there being no shops 
·  Great local pub 
·  Pub – centre of community & focal point 

as no PO or shop 
·  Sheep's Heid 
·  Wonderful pub 
·  Good pub management – improved over 

the years 
·  Great Pub – has improved since new 

Manager – no longer so rowdy @ closing 
time 

·  Having pub 
·  Local pub (handy, has character, real ale, 

decent food, skittles & quiz) 
·  Lunch @ Pub on a Sunday 
·  Nice wee pub 
·  Pub 
·  Pub – landlord is very good 
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·  Pub is an important part of community 
·  Pub is good – manager has made a good 

job – no noise anymore 
·  Pub manages its late customers very well 
·  Some people persecute Manager of pub 

– individuals on DVCS Committee - but 
Manager is excellent – very ethical e.g. 
stopped people smoking in pub 1 year 
prior to Public Ban as concerned for staff 
health. He's aware when people are 
drinking too much. Improved over last 5 
years since he's been in. Closes @ 
11pm. Helpful when locals in need. 

·  Community garden fantastic 
·  Community garden is excellent & very 

welcoming 
·  The Community Garden 
·  Bonfire parties on Community Ground 
·  Community Garden 
·  Community Garden – place to bring 

people together 
·  Community Garden & Paddock – 

fantastic 
·  Community garden development is an 

astonishing achievement. 
·  Community Garden is good but I feel 

uneasy about going up 
·  Community ground – Committee trying to 

organise lots of things there 
·  Community ground is like a village green 
·  Community ground/garden 

·  Community land 
·  Community land 
·  Community land 
·  Community Land 
·  Community Land – food growing & 

opportunity for people to get involved. 
Good space for kids 

·  Community land is common space to 
bring people together, a space that will 
evolve: bottom end was a kitchen garden 
and is back to a kitchen garden 

·  Community land is recent – brought 
people together & by efforts of some 
people has brought more in. Village is 
diverse & this has mixed people up a bit. 

·  Community land works very well – I get 
my vet 

·  Lots of spontaneous gatherings in 
Paddock in good weather 

·  Open space for football/frisbee/table 
tennis on Community Land 

·  Vegetable garden & chickens good idea 
– can't participate as can't make 
arrangements 

·  The Paddock & the community link ups it 
provides 

·  Hens 

 
Traffic – 8 comments 

·  Good Park is closed on Sunday 
·  Park closed to traffic on Sunday 
·  New signs recently put up about no 

commercial vehicles & have been told 
that Police will keep an eye on it 

·  Good that reminders have gone up in the 
Park about commercial vehicles not using 
the Park – we feel some of the actions by 

some Causeway residents has helped 
this. 

·  Streets quite quiet 
·  Sunday great with no traffic 
·  Neighbours drive carefully 
·  Improvement in traffic since building of 

High School finished – no vans etc 

 
Community Spirit – 69 comments 

·  A diverse community 
·  Atmosphere – people of the village (lived 

here 33 years) very friendly & helpful 
·  Belong to something & part of that is 

respecting people 
·  Community 
·  Community spirit 
·  Community spirit 
·  Community, friends, community spirit 
·  Diverse community & neighbourhood 
·  Diversity of people, different ages 
·  Dog community 
·  Evolution of community events 
·  Feeling of community without feeling 

watched 
·  Feels like a community 
·  Fellowship in the village ranges from 100 

year old to people with young families. 

Also ranges of income scale from poor to 
very wealthy 

·  Friendliness improved 
·  Friendly 
·  Friendly community 
·  Friendly environment 
·  Friendly neighbours 
·  Friendly neighbours a perfect place to 

live & I wouldn't like to live anywhere 
else. 

·  Friendly village 
·  Good community atmosphere – 

community spirit improved over the years 
·  Good community atmosphere & friendly 

neighbours @ Cavalry – a lot of us 
moved in about the same time. 

·  Good cross section of ages & 
backgrounds 
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·  Good friendships in the village 
·  Good neighbours 
·  Good neighbours & friends in the village 
·  Great community 
·  Great community – very supportive 
·  Great melting pot of people 
·  Happy with neighbourhood – people very 

nice 
·  Huge range of age & background 
·  In past kids were rude but this improved 

since Committee spoke to school 
·  It's a community 
·  Knowing your neighbours well, which 

leads on to people helping each other 
·  Love community feeling 
·  Love sense of community – village hub 

helps that 
·  Lovely neighbours 
·  Lovely neighbours 
·  Minister very helpful 
·  Mixed housing & mixed age group 
·  Mixture of housing makes village work so 

well – i.e. people of all kinds 
·  Neighbours 
·  Neighbours 
·  Now that we have such friendly relations 

with the Manse, Dr and Mrs Jack being 
gems, there has been much more scope 
for enjoyment for all. (The issue of 
access to Dr Neil's Garden having 
previously been contentious) 

·  People – mix & friendliness 
·  People & neighbourliness 

·  People look after everyone else – if ill 
people visit – this is the sort of thing 
that's unheard of nowadays. 

·  People nice 
·  Real community – village within a city & 

behaves like that. Very eclectic mix in 
age & profile. Everyone just gets on 

·  Sense of community 
·  Sense of community 
·  Sense of community – having a welcome 

party 
·  Sense of community – still 'the Village': 

allotment, marquee, newsletter 
·  Sense of community within village but not 

in the wider area 
·  Smallness & consequent neighbourliness 
·  Strong community 
·  Strong sense of community – but not 

oppressive 
·  Very friendly 
·  Very friendly community 
·  Very sociable 
·  Very sociable 
·  Village 
·  Village & community feel in Cavalry area 

– had BBQs 
·  Village identify 
·  Wide range of age & types of people 

(background) 
·  Wonderful neighbourhood 
·  Wonderful people 
·  Young families round about 

 
Bus route – 1 comment 

·  42 bus service has been restored 
 

Community Safety – 3 comments 
·  Feels safe 
·  Safe area (Cavalry) 

·  Safer area particularly Cavalry Park 

 
School - 1 comment 

·  Truancy – pupils hanging round village appears a lot better – school worked with locals on this. 
 

Other – 14 comments 
·  Newsletter is very well done 
·  Recent edition of Paddock has been 

superior 
·  Paddock newsletter 
·  Brilliant newsletter 
·  Very conscious of the Society which is 

good 
·  Committee doing a good job 
·  Conservation Society is a great voice for 

the village – proactive on community 
issues i.e. community get together, 
safety, socialising 

·  Optimism for the area – things could 
develop & grow & have opportunity for a 

voice 
·  Church Minister very interested in the 

Village 
·  Duddingston Village CD - ‘A Village on its 

own’ made last year all about the village 
·  Give her due, lady @ shop clears up 

after kids @ lunchtime 
·  Good Councillors – Ewan Aitkin excellent 
·  Lady at shop clears up around the shop 

area where a lot of school students go 
·  Lindsay Crofts complete star! 
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What’s great about the Conservation Area: People wh o work in 
the area.  

Locality

Facilities/
Activities

 
Locality - 39 comments 

·  Arthur's Seat 
·  As built environment lovely place to be 
·  Buildings look nice 
·  Can walk through the Park to town 
·  Central to the city – but with the quality of 

life of a village. 
·  Close to city but not like city living 
·  Close to Portobello & Beach 
·  Close to town – can walk in 
·  Good for dogs 
·  Having Arthur’s Seat close by 
·  History 
·  It’s like you’re in the middle of the country 
·  Like the Park 
·  Like the pond (loch) 
·  Loch 
·  Loch 
·  Look of it 
·  Lots of green space 
·  Lovely place 
·  Manages to capture some of traditions of 

City, village in the City. Cradles 
Edinburgh’s story 

·  Natural environment being looked after 
·  Nature 
·  Nice quiet village close to green spaces 
·  Physically retained a lot of character 
·  Plants 
·  Plenty open green spaces & wildlife 
·  Quiet 
·  Safe 
·  Space of business premises is fantastic – 

quiet for sound recordings & meeting 
space so can have groups of people 

·  The Church & its gardens 
·  Tranquil village away from what goes on 

around it 
·  Unique area 
·  Very beautiful environment, Royal Park 
·  Village feel in the heart of the city 
·  Walk to work 
·  Wildlife Good that Park road is closed on 

weekends 
·  Peacefulness, tranquillity 
·  People 
·  Well maintained 
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Facilities/Activities – 9 comments 

·  Church Hall – Rainbows, Guides, 
Women's Guild, Horticultural Society, 
Kirk Session & Board meetings, Mother & 
Toddlers, Brownies, Lunch Club, Anchor 
Boys, Country Dancing, BB's 

·  Community gardens 
·  Eating out – Sheep’s Heid 
·  Good pub – great beers – regular beer 

festivals, good food – nice atmosphere 
generally 

·  Good to be able to walk through golf 
course 

·  Like the Pub – nicest in Edinburgh 
·  Pub brings people to the village 
·  Sheep’s Heid nice pub 
·  The Pub – good meeting place – beer 

garden 
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Barriers or obstacles to enjoyment of the area: Res idents  

Traffic

Community 
Spirit

Bus route

Litter

Environment

Community 
Safety

School Other
Facilities/
Activities

 
Facilities/Activities – 19 comments  

·  Extremely poor mobile connection in 
Cavalry 

·  Football pitch near Cavalry can be a bit 
noisy & language 'choice' 

·  Footpaths in village awful for prams 
·  Lack of amenities such as shops 

therefore tends to be a car journey or 
long time on bus – used to be dairy, 
grocers, PO 

·  No central meeting place – though 
difficult because of size 

·  No play park for small children 
·  No shops 
·  Shops are a distance away 
·  Shops are too far 
·  For teenagers it's far away from 

everything 
·  Pub – not community focussed. Not very 

good – cluttered, dusty, unfriendly. 
Landlord fallen out with too many locals 

·  Pub can be noisy when people leave and 
are waiting for taxis 

·  Publican and I don't get on 
·  Relations with the Sheep's Heid 
·  Some of the community are against the 

Pub because no TV allowed & some 
people have been put out 

·  Would be good if the landlord was more 
involved in community life. Landlord is 
good but attracts adverse opinion for no 
real reason. 

·  Object to the expression ‘Community 
Garden’ 

·  Sometimes feel you are intruding on 
people’s personal space when visiting 
the community garden 

·  Steep hill up to community garden 
(access) 

 
Traffic – 109 comments 

·  Counter productive to traffic issue for 
Causeway to be one way 

·  ? whether School has car park has 
vehicles parked in Duddingston Rd West 

·  Access for people with garages difficult 
because of drivers speed 

·  Aware new signs – hope that will reduce 
commercial vehicles 

·  Big vehicles 
·  Bloody traffic & type of drivers 
·  Buses & commercial vehicles – too big 

for street 

·  Buses to Holyrood School affect traffic – 
slow it 

·  Buses, lorries, trucks – accident waiting 
to happen especially as more children 
than ever – children are a good thing 
though. 

·  Cars frequently parked on pavement on 
Causeway – some are residents – 
problem for a pram or wheelchair & need 
to go on round which is dangerous. 

·  Commercial vehicles 
·  Commercial vehicles a problem, but very 
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recently a new big sign gone up – 
interesting to know if this is monitored & 
makes a difference. 

·  Commercial vehicles going through Park 
·  Commercial vehicles in Park 
·  Commercial vehicles in Park 
·  Commercial vehicles in Park 
·  Conflict over the traffic issues that has 

upset the feelings in the village is a 
danger if it goes on 

·  Corner of Sheep’s Heid – there aren’t 
yellow lines all the way round – people 
go into driveways to let others pass. 

·  Cyclists occasionally on pavement 
coming downhill from Park - is this 
legitimate? 

·  Cyclists on pavement on Old Church 
Lane – 2 people have been injured 

·  Deliveries @ pub adds complexity to 
traffic & nothing can get through & 
everything backs up – some between 8-
10am 

·  Delivery vans for Pub park in middle of 
road – brewery van usually on Thursday 
mornings & for 25-30 minutes no one can 
get past. 

·  Discourteous drivers forgetting they are 
going through a village 

·  Division between members in community 
due to traffic issues between Old Church 
Lane & Causeway 

·  Division over traffic views; Causeway 
closure – 1 small group viewing from a 
NIMBY point of view. Rest firmly believe 
in community supported solution. 

·  Driving too fast – by non-residents 
·  Extreme frustration over traffic issue 
·  Fast vehicles on Causeway 
·  Frustrating that Park is closed on Sunday 
·  Hadn’t been monitoring of traffic – there 

is now 
·  In Park, difficult for cyclists sharing 

pedestrians & cycle section together as 
not all recognise signs e.g. tourists 

·  Inconsiderate cyclists (pavement) 
·  Issue of traffic – traffic is a reality, no way 

one can do anything about access 
through the Park 

·  Like everything except traffic 
·  Lorries speed by houses that directly 

open onto Causeway 
·  Lost some community spirit over handling 

of traffic issue. Lack of support for 
something that should concern the 
community. DVCS Committee is over 
stepping its remit. 

·  Lots of parking now outside new school – 
pattern changed since opened: trades 
stopped but now lot of private cars both 
sides & tight to get through – safety 
issues 

·  No safe connection to Innocent Railway 
& would also be of benefit to people from 
Meadowfield – Council not interested 

·  Ongoing traffic problems & division of 
opinion caused by this 

·  Parking areas 
·  Parking issues on Old Church Lane 
·  Parking on road in Causeway 
·  People don't brake over bumps 
·  People park on pavement in Causeway – 

difficult for anyone who is blind or prams. 
·  Pity if traffic issue divides the community 

– fractures the community spirit 
·  Problem to drive through village in the 

way people park, although the proposal 
to have a one way route would actually 
increase the overall traffic so not a good 
solution. 

·  Rat Run on Causeway 
·  Rat runners – no consideration & verbal 

abuse at blind corners with them flying 
around - dangerous 

·  Rate at which cars come through & 
especially @ corner of Causeway & Old 
Church Lane 

·  Residents in Church Lane park on road & 
then complain about bottle necks 

·  Road works 
·  Roads too narrow, cars & bikes don’t 

take care 
·  Royal Park is Rat Run 
·  Safety issue re entrance onto 

Duddingston Road West from village 
·  Sometimes motor bikes on path near Golf 

Course & Cavalry 
·  Speed bumps in but not effective 
·  Speeding around Causeway 
·  The attitude of Historic Scotland is very 

poor. They have not engaged in 
moderating or regulating the speed and 
volume of traffic. They have been an 
obstacle. 

·  The habit of bicyclists of riding along the 
pavement, a risk to those, particularly the 
elderly, deaf or frail, whose gates lead 
directly onto the pavement. Cyclists are 
more inclined to do this, perhaps, 
because of heavy through traffic in the 
morning and mid afternoon. 

·  The traffic is too heavy – but it's too 
heavy everywhere 

·  The traffic, particularly the commercial 
vehicles 

·  Too much traffic: 7.30-10am & 4.30-7pm 
·  Traffic 
·  Traffic – but a problem village will have to 

live with, but will have to do something 
about it themselves 

·  Traffic – cars cut through village, a lot 
come from East Lothian via A1 & Milton 
Rd. 
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·  Traffic – divide in community people who 
live in the Causeway & Old Church Lane 

·  Traffic – getting in & out of the area 
particularly when the Park road is closed 
on Sunday 

·  Traffic – I cycle through Park to station 
daily & road narrow & drivers don’t like 
bike on road & get too close. 

·  Traffic – Rate Run cut through Causeway 
·  Traffic – speed along the Causeway (i.e. 

Police did a speed check but out of rush 
hour wearing yellow jackets – 
ineffectively carried out) 

·  Traffic – speed. When Malcolm Rifkind 
left the traffic came back – think no traffic 
was allowed in the Park before. 

·  Traffic – too much 
·  Traffic – volume & speed down 

Causeway, speed through Park – safety 
issue for cycling, also around 
Duddingston Road West – therefore can 
only go on foot or car 

·  Traffic – worse over 10 years but 
especially recently. Issues about closing 
roads. DVCS Committee have tried to 
control outcome of traffic: Society want 
Park closed e.g. suggestion that Innocent 
Railway used to create road or to widen 
road @ Craigmillar side. Their interaction 
with Historic Scotland & Police has 
damaged any chance of possible 
changes. 

·  Traffic & parking – particularly during 
weddings 

·  Traffic & parking along Old Church Lane 
causes Causeway to be rat run during 
busy times – perhaps better if spaces 
measured & allow for cars to get round 
more easily. 

·  Traffic & parking especially @ rush hour 
·  Traffic (only at certain times of day) 
·  Traffic a problem at times – but affects 

people more who are not at work 
·  Traffic bad: 7.30-8.30 & 4.15-5.15 

possibly 200-300 cars come round into 
Causeway as Old Church Lane gets 
blocked – both directions 

·  Traffic busy 
·  Traffic but doesn’t affect me a lot 
·  Traffic congestion 
·  Traffic e.g. 9am & 5pm – people cut 

through with no care for village & don’t 
stop @ corner of Sheep’s Heid & War 
Memorial – people in a hurry 

·  Traffic especially with building of school 
although that's easing now 

·  Traffic getting worse all the time & will be 
an accident – corners particularly bad @ 
Causeway corner – even going on 2 
wheels 

·  Traffic has become more of an issue 

particularly over last 2-3 years 
·  Traffic in Causeway has got to intolerable 

point where it is a safety issue & it 
worries me. Too fast along a road that’s 
not designed for it. Rat runners. Volume 
@ rush hour & difficult for getting out of 
garage with vehicle. Concerned for 
elderly people going out to get bus & 
their sight & hearing not so good – 
people often have to walk on road as 
pavements dicey – trip hazard. People 
walk on road as lots of kerbs & garages. 

·  Traffic in Church Lane 
·  Traffic in the village going too fast 
·  Traffic increased over 16 years I've lived 

here 
·  Traffic irksome, people using village as 

short cut 
·  Traffic is a huge drawback – 4-6pm worst 

for those in Church Lane – cars race 
through & there's verbal abuse when 
negotiating passing @ corners. 

·  Traffic is a nuisance – but doesn't 
particularly worry me 

·  Traffic is a problem in the village – Old 
Church Lane is a main artery 

·  Traffic is the major problem– Rat Run & 
is short cut from people working to A1 
especially 4.30-6.30pm 

·  Traffic issue has altered relationships in 
the village. Blinded myopic solutions that 
only dealt with 1 side and raised heckles 
in the village. Unfortunate tensions over 
the last 18 months but got worse since 
Autumn 2008 – Horrible atmosphere @ 
AGM 

·  Traffic particularly through village – as 
cyclist it’s dangerous 

·  Traffic planning & volume! The social 
friction arising from this issue 

·  Traffic problems at pub corner 
·  Traffic through the Park – short cut – 

never used to be like that – Rat Race 
·  Traffic, Traffic, Traffic – heavy, 

inappropriate road & inappropriate in 
Conservation village 

·  Traffic: very busy around our house – 
morning & evening rush hour, on 
Saturdays there are weddings which can 
cause crazy congestion (nothing against 
the weddings though) 

·  Typical officialdom that doesn’t want to 
do anything in relation to traffic 

·  Vans parking on pavements (ladies with 
prams have to come onto road) 

·  Vehicles in Park discourage users 
·  Volume of traffic going through village 
·  White vans still coming through Park 
·  Workmen can congest area with white 

vans 
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Community Spirit – 7 comments 

·  Although we’re local i.e. Conservation 
Area, don’t feel included 

·  Element of cliquishness/clannishness 
·  In some consultations it is clear that 

some within the community simply make 
demands with no attempt to see the point 
of them. A community needs people who 
are prepared to meet others half way. 

·  Like a divided village – Causeway & 
Church Lane – we were all friends & now 
it's like 2 different groups 

·  Some residents who get involved are a 
bit precious about the Village 

·  Used to enjoy it more but it's changed 
·  Been some friction in the village recently: 

disagreement with DVCS over traffic flow; 
at odds with views, attitude, manner of 
operation & DVCS views in general 

 
Bus Route – 16 comments 

·  42 Bus – unreliable half hour “service" 
·  42 bus is frequent but it is indirect route 
·  42 Bus not good – not direct 
·  42 Bus not often enough & it's the only 

bus that comes here (not old enough to 
drive) 

·  42 bus not regular – tactical by bus 
company to make it unreliable therefore 
people are put of using it & bus company 
say no one uses it & therefore remove – 
and yet there are many projects trying to 
get people to use public transport. 

·  42 bus route is only once an hour, 
doesn't run on Sundays 

·  42 bus service abysmal especially if 
we're being encouraged to use public 
transport – only half hourly & not reliable 
– suggest more & single deckers. 

·  42 route is a bit random & part route in 
the evening can't rely on. Can't get into 
town that fast - 44 is more frequent & 
reliable. 

·  Bus 42 – unreliable & not frequent. 
Concern particularly for elderly who use 
bus 

·  Bus route problematic 
·  Bus route weird 
·  Bus service 
·  Bus service 
·  Bus service 
·  Crap bus service – No 42 used to be 

better 
·  Poor public transport 

 

Litter - 24 comments 
·  Lack of responsibility of football teams for 

their litter 
·  Lack of responsibility of football teams for 

their litter 
·  Lack of responsibility taken by the school 
·  Lack of responsibility taken by the school 
·  Litter (school children) 
·  Litter @ playing fields 
·  Litter @ shop area – have no solution as 

shop does its best 
·  Litter along Cavalry Park Drive – from 

school – letters written & acknowledged 
but little change. 

·  Litter around the School – non-organic 
·  Litter by Bizzy Lizzy which spreads 

around though shop do some clearing up  
·  Litter from High School 
·  Litter from High School – Bizzy Lizzy 

have put out bins – great if someone 
from school could stand there at 
lunchtime. What they drop is quite foul – 
actual food. 

·  Litter from High School students by bus 
stop even though bin is there 

·  Litter from school kids affects residents  
·  Litter from school still an issue near Bizzy 

Lizzy – Council pick up near War 
Memorial but there is a huge bin & lady is 
good @ clearing up. Litter blows up 
Causeway.  Have written to school but 
reply was that they're not responsible for 
individuals, but try to discourage litter 
through curriculum & environmental 
awareness 

·  Litter from the school 
·  Litter on Cavalry Park Drive & path 
·  Litter problem from school – improved but 

not great 
·  Litter problem in school term – just 

started again after summer – very 
noticeable the difference. Bags flying 
about in the breeze. School sometimes 
send someone to monitor & OK for a 
while but then starts again. In past vermin 
– half eaten pies. Council cleaned up 
every day for a spell. 

·  Litter round the shop depresses me daily, 
even though Liz does try to clear it up 

·  Lunch time @ Holyrood High School is a 
problem getting round shop & into 
Causeway – dropping litter 

·  Mess on the street from High School 
·  Occasional litter & drinking by youths at 
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the 'knowle' area in playing fields. ·  School children & litter 
 

Environment – 11 comments 
·  Causeway road is very patchy as well as 

Church Lane – have been dug up a lot 
·  Council not cutting edges @ Cavalry 

Park Drive – grass not cut for 12 months 
·  Dog fouling 
·  Dog mess 
·  Dogs - noisy 
·  Greenery along Cavalry Drive is 

overgrown 
·  In autumn when leaves fall & wet, is very 

slippery on path. Particularly concerned 

for elderly, & myself having to walk in 
road. 

·  Not easy to get to Innocent Railway from 
Duddingston 

·  Roads poor because of gas works 
·  Unclear who has responsibility for 

Cavalry Park Drive – looks tatty with 
broken fences 

·  Weather 

 
Community safety – 6 comments 

·  Recent car break-ins @ Cavalry 
·  Vandalism 
·  Pavements – although look in keeping 

with traditional environment they create 
problems particularly for elderly & are 
slippery when leaves fall & wet 

 

·  Telephone box by bus stop – windows 
get broken 

·  Walking through the Park in daylight is 
fine but not at night 

·  Issue at night walking back from bus 
along Cavalry Park Drive 

School – 21 comments 
·  Authorities didn’t take community’s 

considerations into account when 
building new school. Finished impact 
wasn’t shown in original plans. 
Consultation with community was too late 
in process – more of a PR exercise. 

·  Behaviour of school kids – outbreaks of 
vandalism 

·  Better behaviour by the school children 
·  Children to & from school but varies from 

year to year – this last year has improved 
·  Council a disgrace as far as the School 

concerned – left it to the private company 
·  Design of new school seems out of place 

& lights on 3 levels late @ night e.g. 
11.30pm–? whether this is because work 
still going on 

·  It has now become a repository for the 
Planning people to have their own way 
e.g. used to be able to see across the 
loch but now a school in the way. 

·  Kids are out between classes 
·  Lighting @ new school full on at night 

halogen lights after midnight - ? whether 
still work going on 

·  New build school inappropriate for a 
Conservation Area 

·  New High School is blot on landscape & 
when leaves off in winter will look worse 

·  New school is so big & visible it detracts 
from green feel of place as dominates 

entrance to village. Big lights at school 
shine outwards - not good for birds in the 
reeds & loch – unsightly coming through 
the Park. In winter with leaves off trees it 
will look awful 

·  None now as there has been 
improvement from school children along 
right of way near golf course 

·  Occasional rowdiness from kids – 
something thrown at house window – 
frightened to challenge them  

·  School –? effect on traffic? children 
coming out of school? staff cars on road 
– is it because work still going on 

·  School bigger than expected from plans 
which were shown prior to building 

·  School children have “terrified” residents 
·  School consultation process – poor 

execution, process &control/fence issues 
·  School kids @ shop in lunch hour & 

leave litter – it's a bit intimidating to ask 
them to pick it up 

·  School kids along public right of way near 
Cavalry houses 

·  School kids on path at Cavalry have 
been damaging fencing – they're 
particularly noisy about 4pm. 

 

Other – 9 comments 
·  Bagpipers who can't play 
·  Bollards occasionally get knocked down 

& Council don’t replace them 
·  Conservation Society is no longer 

exclusively involved in conserving the 

village, so it allowed one of its committee 
to put suburban pebbledash over a 
beautiful white house. Didn’t stop the 
person. Ceased to be primarily, 
exclusively concerned with conserving 
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the architectural character of the village. 
That’s why it was called the Conservation 
(changed from Preservation Society). 

·  Don’t think the village includes the whole 
Conservation Area 

·  DVCS have no awareness of how the 
behaviour/response of some of 
committee impact on others. Those who 
may have been involved in past no 
longer wish to be involved – sad. 

·  My feeling is many of DVCS Committee 
are motivated by self-interest i.e. they 
didn’t complain about the previous 
landlord when there were real problems 
with noise & vandalism, but now the new 
landlord he has been unduly criticised 

although he’s transformed it for the 
better. 

·  Occasional motor bike or quad bike in 
playing fields, also occasional along 
Innocent Railway 

·  People seem to be finding things to moan 
about i.e. Traffic when it’s not really an 
issue. You stay almost in the middle of 
the town & should learn to live with it. 
Living close to centre of Edinburgh you 
have to make some sacrifices. 

·  Perception that the DVCS Committee is a 
private fiefdom 
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Barriers or obstacles to enjoyment of the area: Peo ple 
who work in the area. 

Traffic

Bus route

Litter

Community 
Safety

School

Other
Facilities/
Activities

 
Facilities/Amenities – 5 comments 

·  Closure of the Parish Kirk 
·  If you are from outside the village might 

not be aware of the gardens etc 
 

·  No local shops 
·  No PO for businesses 
·  No shop 

Traffic – 14 comments 
·  10% increase in the number of 

commercial vehicles using the route in 
the last 5 years 

·  Nightmare to drive through (Parked cars 
a problem) 

·  People are deeply hurt within themselves 
as the damage to relationships 

·  People don’t see the consequences of 
their actions i.e. traffic on other 

·  Roads through Duddingston Village at 
peak times hazardous 

·  Traffic – but everyone in a city has to live 
with that 

·  Traffic – if it wasn’t for the traffic would be 
great 

·  Traffic going through village to Park – 

chaos when weddings. Traffic jams up to 
main road. 

·  Traffic has affected human relationships 
·  Traffic is an issue and divisive in the 

community 
·  Traffic issue has split the village 
·  Village is now split over the traffic issue 
·  Volume of commercial vehicles 
·  When Old Church Road is busy – peak 

time – drivers speed along Causeway 
especially round corners & speed bumps 
make no difference – usually they’re 
travelling from Park direction to 
Duddingston Crossroads 

 
Bus service – 4 comments 

·  42 Bus Service is rubbish 
·  Buses – poor service, very seldom at 

weekends 
·  Local employees need improved bus & if 

it were better they wouldn’t have to use 
car 

·  Poor bus service especially visitors 
related to work to do a reminiscent 
session. About half come by bus & half 
hourly service not good 

 
Litter – 1 comment 

·  School students throw litter about – wardens have to come up a couple of times a week to 
clear. 
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Community safety – 1 comment 

·  Don't feel safe enough to walk through Park at night 
 

School – 1 comment 
·  Very big high school that is not linked in with village – not much interaction between the village 

& school 
 

Other- 3 comments 
·  “Village” cliqueness 
·  DVCS clarify its remit 

·  DVCS needs to be more inclusive
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Improvements: Residents. 

Traffic

Bus route

Litter

Environment

School

Other Facilities/
Activities

 
 

Facilities/Activities – 30 comments 
·  Bike racks in Pub Car Park 
·  Bizzy Lizzy does sell papers if arranged 

in advance & milk especially for older 
people – need to check before promoting 
this though. Shop open from 7.30am for 
passing trade & people going to work. 

·  Grocery shop – there used to be one in 
village 

·  If Causeway made into a Play Street it 
would be brilliant for children 

·  Local shop 
·  Making the old dairy into a community 

space 
·  More facilities – like shop BUT would 

rather have none & compromise so can 
be near Park 

·  Plans for Organic Vegetable Garden in 
Church 

·  Pro-active CEC Planning Dept to site 
telephone mast closer than Newcraighall, 
rather than waiting for planning 
applications. 

·  Real 'corner shop' selling fresh bread – 
may be difficult to be profitable & 
understand not easy to set up 

·  Shop – have to travel – e.g. why not part 
of pub turned into a grocery shop for 
basics & essentials. Scope for specific 
things people need either quality foods or 
convenient shop stuff. 

·  Shop - Would be great to have a shop 
·  Travelling shop in Causeway on 

Wednesdays: fish, veg & possibly other 

things – approximately 3.30-4pm 
·  Change of Publican 
·  Improved relations with Pub (widely felt) 
·  Love to see Pub as a community buy out 

“Free House” 
·  New landlord at pub – or even better a 

buyout from the brewery to individual 
ownership 

·  Publican could be a bit mellower – 
attitude difficulty 

·  Sheep's Heid state outside door they 
have a Car Park at back but it's half 
empty & lots park in Causeway – people 
should be encouraged to use it or in the 
Park & put visible notice up about it 
“Please use Car Park at rear of building” 
especially from Old Church Lane 
direction. 

·  Would be good if the landlord was more 
involved in community life 

·  CL: Way community garden is organised 
at moment discourages individual 
creativity & don't like being told what we 
can do. Prefer a space like an allotment. 
Involved at beginning & would come back 
if it changed again. Community Land is 
for village & now organised by other 
people rather than people organising for 
themselves as a community. Changes 
since someone employed. If it had been 
that people go to gardener in role at Dr 
Neil's for source of support & assistance 
by those who needed it, but don't agree 
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there is a “Manager”. Decision pushed by 
a few individuals – to bring in grants. As 
part of a community better if people can 
feel at home with creating things 
themselves. Therefore satisfaction of the 
whole process of growing & sharing. Now 
it is more task orientated – more like 
school. Suggest follow up vote of what 
people prefer the direction it should go in.  
Some not involved because they don't 
know about it & others not happy with the 
structure. Community land has its own 
development & own speed. Community 
needs to build its own – not necessarily 
about being professional, more about 
enjoyment & being connected to land & 
community spirit.  The way things are run 
is too academic rather than community 
spirited. 

·  CL: Alternative to community growing 
space would be individual designated 
space like allotments – chance to meet 
neighbours & learn from them. Charging 
would raise funds for DVCS. Garden is 
First Class & professional & people were 
generous with produce when I visited but 
would be good to have own space to be 
responsible for when convenient for 
myself rather than set time. Also unclear 
about how to help & what to do. 

·  CL: Comment: At DVCS AGM suggestion 
to involve pupils from High School with 
Community Garden but rejected. 
Negative attitude from some people. No 

sense of community – a small number 
involved in Garden (Garden is good) but 
seems to create division. 

·  CL: People using the community garden 
should be made more welcome 

·  CL: Community Garden should be called 
the Memorial Garden as it was founded 
on the fortune of Mrs McNiven & the 
fortune & goodwill of the Marshall family. 

·  CL: I've lived in DVC area for a year & a 
half and I don't know where the 
community land is – it may be obvious to 
those in the know, but not others.  
Perhaps a map of location of events 
could be included with information sent to 
people e.g. in Paddock newsletter. 

·  CL: The community garden functions 
mainly for the benefit of the Committee 

CL = Community Land 
 
·  CL: Open & transparent policy about the 

use of the community garden that comes 
from wider discussion in the village – 
everyone needs to be involved in that 
policy 

·  .CL: Would be nice if more people felt 
they could get involved with the 
community garden. 

·  CL: Would like the community to take 
over the ownership of the community 
garden & set up a Trust to run it 

 
Traffic – 83 comments 

·  15 years ago Causeway was a play 
street – still a chance to save it as a 
village environment 

·  A height barrier at the entrance to the 
Park might also help 

·  Ban traffic in Park 
·  Charge a parking fee @ Manse Car Park 
·  Church Lane has become an arterial 

route & Causeway a Rat Run 
·  Close Park more – not just for 

Duddingston residents but wider public 
e.g. cycling, running etc. 

·  Commercial vehicles in the Park need to 
be policed. 

·  Commercial vehicles need to be policed 
& speed of cars 

·  Commercial vehicles should be 
monitored – but only that issue. Sign 
even bigger – no nonsense – no go in 
Park. Someone should be prosecuted or 
points on license – word soon gets round 
to affect commercial business. 

·  Council & Historic Scotland & Police to 
collaborate to reduce/remove traffic from 
the village 

·  Create no left turn coming from Park 

direction into Causeway 
·  Cycle path up ‘Vennel’ would aid poor 

cyclists – safer than Old Church Lane – 
sign to say pedestrians & cyclists 
sharing. 

·  Difference of opinion in the village over 
traffic management is causing difficulties 

·  Don't see that can change anything that 
people say about traffic 

·  Double yellow line in Church Lane. 
Residents use Church Car Park 

·  Double yellow lines @ corner of Pub 
·  Double yellow lines between designated 

parking spaces to create ‘Passing 
Spaces’ 

·  Duddingston Road West – put in cycle 
path which will narrow the lanes & 
therefore slow the traffic 

·  Enforce the law of no commercial 
vehicles through Park 

·  Enforce the 'no commercial vehicles in 
Park' 

·  Enforce the rule of no commercial 
vehicles in Park – rule needs to be 
enforced by Police 

·  Enforcement of limitation on traffic types, 
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cameras, height bar 
·  Heavy through traffic in the morning and 

mid afternoon - Solution: current 
technology is clearly realistic: an 
electronic windscreen pass for any 
wishing to drive through the village, at a 
discount for residents, with very small 
cameras at the entrances to the 
Causeway and OCL and at the gates to 
the Park. The difficulty is the cost to the 
Council not just of installation but of any 
monitoring and administration of 
penalties. Have we discussed this with 
the Council? The alternative is some sort 
of barrier, e.g. rising bollards, for which 
those paying a small sum have an 
electronic key. This system works well in, 
for instance, Cambridge and in 
pedestrianised areas of other places. 
Otherwise we can only expect a 
proliferation of street furniture, line 
painting, and need for a patrolling 
warden. 

·  Historic Scotland getting its act together 
over traffic management in Park – and 
Police enforcing it. 

·  Historic Scotland have to accept 
responsibility for traffic management and 
its impact on Duddingston Village.  

·  Ideally re-route one way up Old Church 
Lane from Park then down Causeway 
from Duddingston Rd West 

·  Improved traffic control – less volume 
·  Less traffic 
·  Make Causeway one way from Park 

direction to War Memorial end – aware of 
objections but need some compromise – 
don’t see advantage of trying to go other 
way as 2 queues. 

·  Make it more difficult to access Holyrood 
Park by applying ‘Average Speed’ 
cameras 

·  Make sure the “no commercial vehicle” is 
implemented in the Park 

·  Make the Park less attractive for vehicles 
to use as a commuter route – average 
speed cameras 

·  Make the speed limit on Causeway 
20mph & implement it 

·  More double yellow lines @ Sheep's Heid 
corner 

·  More home zoning in Old Church Lane & 
make it less attractive to non-resident 
drivers 

·  More signs to say speed restrictions in 
Park especially @ night & like driving in 
countryside 

·  Need Park route otherwise traffic backs 
up 

·  No entry @ Causeway from Park 
direction. 

·  No right turn at end of Church Lane 

·  No Right Turn at end of Church Lane 
·  No road works 
·  One way system through park & whole 

raft of other solutions to reduce the 
volume & reduce speed 

·  Overhead barrier at entrance to Park to 
stop big vans etc 

·  Park Authority – can Park be closed 
longer on Sunday as original agreement 
was up to 5.30pm now 3-3.30pm 

·  Park road is sometimes closed with no 
obvious reason: on-line notice would be 
useful 

·  People need to know “on the news” when 
the Park is shut as not always told 

·  Perhaps sign with times of Park closure 
·  Personal solution suggestions: Traffic 

lights at top & bottom of Old Church Lane 
to manage flow; Serious traffic calming in 
the Park to reinforce fact that it's 
recreational not an arterial route into 
Edinburgh; Enforcement of speed limits 
in Park; Avoid solutions that don't treat 
the Village as a single unit. 

·  Personally, I'd close the Park to through 
traffic, or at least severely restrict the 
flow, e.g. by making it single lane with 
passing places. There would then be 
space for a bicycle lane. 

·  Police ”no commercial vehicles” through 
Park 

·  Police 'no commercial vehicles' ban 
through Park 

·  Provide designated parking spaces in 
Old Church Lane for residents 

·  Put in occasional warden to turn vans 
round from going through Park 

·  Reduction in road rage 
·  Reinstate 20mph speed limit which was 

in place in 1960s 
·  Resolve traffic issues 
·  Restrict the traffic (residents only?) 
·  Safety issue – cyclists go on pavement in 

Old Church Lane because it’s dangerous 
for cyclists as so many cars parked on 
road. 

·  Should be no parking in Old Church Lane 
– could use Church Car Park 

·  Signs that flash up to say what speed 
doing in Park as people travel very fast – 
40-50mph 

·  Solution needs to be beyond the village 
i.e. outer areas to reduce volume of traffic 

·  Speed control in Park 
·  Stop commercial vehicles through village 
·  Stop traffic through the Park 
·  Take part of Pub wall down & delivery 

van could get in 
·  The village is not designed for the traffic, 

which will increase 
·  Traffic – been many meetings with 
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Council & nothing done. Needs 
monitored & a 20mph speed limit 

·  Traffic – less foul language/angry drivers 
– proper slowing in Park. On bike 
sometimes feel very unsafe when cars 
parking badly, or cars overtaking the cars 
that are going slow and in car, being 
overtaken. 

·  Traffic – there have been issues for 20 
years & many initiatives to improve but 
nothing resolved & I don't think anything 
can be done 

·  Traffic is biggest problem & ‘gift’ is in the 
village itself to solve 

·  Traffic issue @ Sheep’s Heid corner 
been going on for about 10 years – 
Police been spoken to & Council but 
nothing done. Health & safety issue if 
ambulance or fire engine need to get 
past – not possible in either direction.Try 
& test solution to see if anything helps 
managing traffic in the Park 

·  Understand the resident problem but the 
present residents must have known it 
was busy 

·  Village people to park in Church Car Park 
to make 2-way flow on Old Church Lane 

·  Want to see something done about traffic 
management 

·  When deliveries @ pub could put up sign 
to alert people it's in progress @ both 
ends to discourage people from trying to 

get through 
·  Wish cycle access clearer 
·  When they shut Park, would be good to 

have warning. Sign with some idea how 
long it’s going to be shut for e.g. have 
sign outside Church 

·  Work out what to do with bikes going 
through village – they want to go fast & 
go on pavement on Church Lane or 
Causeway – suggest 2 parts to ‘Vennel’ 
between Park & Causeway – 1 for 
pedestrians & 1 for cyclists & ‘step’ down 
at Causeway 

·  Would like to see City Car Club initiative 
– or have better system of sharing lifts 
through Park, to supermarket etc – 
maybe we should do it through Twitter? 

 
·  Would sooner Park closed to traffic 

altogether 
·  Yellow lines in Church Lane – chaos from 

Kirk down to Duddingston Road West – 
enforceable at certain times e.g. 7.30-
9.30am & 4.30-6.30pm – aware not suit 
everyone -  

·  Yellow lines round corner by Sheep’s 
Heid 

 
Bus route – 11 comments 

·  Better transport: buses a bit more 
frequent – don’t know if they go on 
Sunday or bike racks to tie up at 
crossroads or one end of Park – Commie 
Pool shut now therefore bike racks 
inaccessible 

·  Bus not often enough & think more 
people would use if reliable e.g. if miss by 
1 minute may have to wait? hour. Mostly 
concern for my children who cannot use 
a car. 

·  Bus used to be every 15 minutes – can it 
be more frequent again? 

·  Direct pedestrian access for residents 
from Cavalry round Manor to access path 
to Milton Road to be able to get to more 
bus routes. 

·  Improve bus service, more frequent & 
later service 

·  Increase frequency of bus service 
·  More buses as need them to get to shops 

– more frequent than half hourly – not 
everyone has a car. 

·  More frequent bus service 
·  More regular bus service 
·  Suggest 42 is a shorter route – going to 

Cameron Toll & then more directly into 
town – Cameron Toll could be a good 
place to change 

·  Suggest the small 69 Bus could continue 
through Park as far as Commonwealth 
Pool – help for kids to Holyrood & other 
schools e.g. reduce school runs from 
Portobello & village – Liaison with 
Historic Scotland & Council on this 

 
Litter – 5 comments 

·  Ongoing liaison with school to work out 
solution to litter problem – getting the 
older children involved i.e. peers are 
better, less reactionary 

·  Football teams must book the space & 
teams/refs should be told to make sure 
litter removed or be fined 

 
 
·  More rubbish bins in Park - are seats but 

if have a drink it’s a long way to carry – 
almost to Commonwealth Pool 

·  More engagement with High School to 
improve litter situation 
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·  More bins for rubbish near School 
 

Environment – 25 comments  
·  Algae – can it be resolved in a 

sustainable way because of impact on 
marine life 

·  Area close to the Conservation are i.e. 
Meadowfield, should be integrated more 
into the village life 

·  Better neighbour connection with Park 
Authority 

·  Dog mess should be picked up 
·  Dog mess should be picked up 
·  Don't cut older trees down in 

Conservation are – older trees important 
for environment 

·  Don't cut older trees down in 
Conservation are – older trees important 
for environment 

·  Golf course to do something about the 
fence on left hand side of Cavalry Park 
Drive 

·  Leaves to be removed more often from 
near War Memorial 

·  Long nets kept in close location to loch, 
possibly community land, to fish out 
rubbish from loch – have seen Rangers 
clearing rubbish from roadside but not 
loch. 

·  Make footpaths pram friendly 
·  More frequent street cleaning 
·  More planting of trees so regeneration as 

old ones die out 
·  More street furniture on Causeway – odd 

chicane with bench – so can sit & talk & 
help with traffic 

·  Move bench @ bus stop near shop 
closer to road so bus drive can see 
passenger waiting– important for elderly 

·  Planners to have a consistent approach 
to planning quality of the Conservation 
Village 

·  Planting & landscaping in school as 
promised to be done 

·  Proper cycle path in Duddingston end of 
Park 

·  Put in bench beside boathouse – perfect 
place 

·  Roads – Causeway & Church Lane need 
to be resurfaced 

·  Short cut through from Cavalry to 
Innocent Railway cycle path 

·  Trees are part of the landscape & 
important part of the village – positive & 
how can secure their future health as part 
of the village scape – could some sort of 
survey be carried out & advice 

·  Trim back trees at Cavalry Park Drive for 
safety 

·  Pavements improved 
·  Pavements should be repaired 

 
School – 11 comments 

·   “Community” should engage with High 
School more but don’t know how without 
danger of inviting problems, therefore 
need to be careful about this. 

·  Duddingston Village to link with other 
communities who have had problems 
with new school builds 

·  School is eyesore – white elephant on 
horizon – plant trees. For a green area it 
splits it a bit. Question Council planning 
decision on what is acceptable viewing & 
& what isn't. 

·  School litter used to be worse – better 
now 

·  School should turn lights off at night – a 
duty through Climate Change Act (4th 
August 09) 

·  New school – turn lights off 
·  When School was planned expected it to 

be further back & there were to be trees – 
now need to screen it as is a big white 
building @ end of loch – spoiled visual 
appearance 

·  Some monitoring of litter by shop & pupils 
taking responsibility 

·  Suggest only perhaps S4 allowed out of 
School @ lunchtime to reduce crowds 

·  Let people know when School is going to 
be pulled down 

·  Landscape ground when old High School 
is removed 

 
Other – 15 comments 

·  Better perspective if the DVCS didn't put 
themselves forward as elected 
representative members – they’re not the 
Community Council but are acting as if 
they were – self interest group. 

·  Conservation group needs to work hard 

to keep a close knit community 
·  Continue the evolution of community 

events 
·  DVCS is charity with educational aims 

but not much emphasis on encouraging 
involvement e.g. should be for wider 
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public such as school & possibly 
interactive events with them based on 
Village's historical background 

·  DVCS should be exclusively concerned 
with architectural & social character of 
the village 

·  DVCS should change its name to 
Duddingston Conservation Society – 
leave word 'Village' out 

·  Early consultation on future projects 
between Authority & residents 

·  Get the pebble dash off the house on the 
Causeway 

·  How can you get more people to 
participate? 

·  If looking for involvement & help with 

specific assistance from residents, this 
could be put in the Paddock newsletter 

·  My house doesn't always get news items 
from DVCS - & may be case with others 
who have gates which are sometimes 
shut or perhaps new people don't know 
there's a house & confuse it with the next 
building. 

·  Partnership working between Authority & 
residents 

·  Small forum consultative groups outside 
the AGM to bring people together to 
discuss issues
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Improvements: People who work in the area. 

Traffic

Bus route

Environment

School

Other

Facilities/
Activities

 
Facilities/Amenities – 5 comments 

·  A local shop (not the snack shop that 
exists to serve the school) 

·  Keep the pub 
·  People need to learn to live with the fact 

that there is a Pub and its been in the 
area longer than them 

·  Proper shop – one there is mainly for 

school.  PO as do a lot of mailing out – 
often need to register post 

·  Walking tours of the village i.e. Dr Neil's 
Garden, Kirk – something structured with 
an explanation 

 
Traffic – 15 comments 

·  A yellow line on Old Church Lane 
·  Better traffic calming 
·  Better traffic calming – chicanes 
·  Change the environment & it changes the 

driver’s choice 
·  Commercial vehicles are part of the traffic 

problem through the village from the Park 
·  Commercial vehicles should be fined but 

Police Constabulary say no staff to deal 
with this. 

·  Getting rid of parked cars 
·  Make it a one way system 
·  Radical solution – shut access to 

Duddingston Village, but would cause a 
huge rammy in the City – make the 
village a cul-de-sac 

·  Repairing of human relationships in the 
village is linked to traffic 

·  Road through Park shouldn’t be an 
integral part of the traffic system – that 

needs to be changed & that’s a Council & 
Historic Scotland responsibility – are they 
brave enough? 

·  Single yellow line around the whole 
village 

·  Slow traffic at around8.30am & around 
6.30pm 

·  Suggest one way through village from 
Church Lane into Park & Causeway back 
from Park. 

·  Things are changing but are not radical 
enough – Changes should include 
20mph speed limit – cameras – 
enforcement – tightened permits for 
commercial vehicles – links to 
Duddingston will be no commercials at 
all. 

 
Bus – 6 comments 

·  Improve 42 bus on Sunday to half hourly 
·  Improve bus service 
·  Improve bus service – more at peak time 

– public transport servicing the public e.g. 
every 15 minutes. Service is more 
reliable from Portobello direction as 
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beginning its route – more erratic coming 
from town direction. Fair amount of 
people on this bus route. 

·  Improvement in bus services, at the 
moment they are hourly & stop early.  

·  More frequent & bus tracker on so that 

people know when it’s coming and stay 
on until later i.e. 10pm and start earlier on 
a Sunday 

·  Transport 

 
Environment/Access – 1 comment 

·  Improve paths indicated on map to improve access/safety/enjoyment in use of area & users 
from wider community, especially using Cavalry Park for rugby/football. 

 
School – 1 comment 

·  Keep the children in school (High School) at lunchtimes – re anti social behaviour, rubbish 
 

Other – 1 comment 

·  DVCS to celebrate the historical nature of the area and its unique character 
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What’s great about the Conservation Area: Visitors 
 

Locality

OtherBus routeCommunity 
Spirit

Facilities/
Activities

 
Locality – 125 comments 

·  19 years since visited village – special 
place 

·  A very beautiful area. The view of 
Arthur’s Seat in the background is lovely, 
as well as the old buildings and old 
architecture. We like the quaint sleepy 
feel of Duddingston and the Sheep’s 
Heid pub. 

·  A very unique place – it has been able to 
maintain its individuality 

·  Accessibility – turn up whenever 
·  Accessible 
·  Also enjoyed visiting the Tower 

(Thomson) – now open some weekends, 
for curling memorabilia etc 

·  An oasis of calm and beauty within the 
city centre 

·  Architecture 
·  Arthur’s Seat 
·  Arthur's Seat & Park – reason we came 

in first place (2nd visit) 
·  Atmosphere, ambience 
·  Beautiful garden, lake & old village 
·  Beautiful place 
·  Beautiful rural scenery in urban location 
·  Beautiful scenery with the garden, lake & 

Arthur’s Seat 
·  Being surrounded by the Green Belt in 

the city 
·  Children can still fish in Duddingston 

Loch 
·  Children love it 
·  Close to Arthur’s Seat & Park 

·  Close to City 
·  Close to City Centre particularly 

Southside, could almost believe you were 
in the country 

·  Cycle path 
·  Delightful place 
·  Duddingston Loch 
·  Duddingston Loch – the peace & beauty 
·  Easy access for great walks 
·  Easy to park 
·  Everything going for it 
·  Family friendly 
·  Fantastic spot as part of a city 
·  Feel you're in the countryside 
·  Feels like being in the countryside 
·  First time I'm visited though I've lived 

here 2 years I didn't know it was here 
although been on Arthur's Seat many 
time 

·  Fresh air & exercise 
·  Getting away from traffic 
·  Good area to stay 
·  Good atmosphere 
·  Good place to walk dog @ Arthur's Seat  
·  Got a rural feel 
·  Great that you can wander down the 

street 
·  Historic 
·  History 
·  I love the Kirk, its history, its 

surroundings, the village feel 
·  I walk here along the cycle track 
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(Innocent Railway) which is wonderful. I 
love Dr Neil’s Garden – both areas are 
traffic free & full of birds & trees, flowers 
etc 

·  Identifiable as a village still, but also 
close to the city 

·  Innocent Railway good 
·  Interesting architecture 
·  Just like it 
·  Landscape 
·  Like a little village in the city 
·  Like a village 
·  Like countryside in middle of town – feels 

rural 
·  Like general feel of place 
·  Like it very much 
·  Like the architecture 
·  Like the area 
·  Like the loch 
·  Loch 
·  Loch 
·  Loch here 
·  Loch is a nice place on a sunny day 
·  Loch side and Manse garden. 
·  Love the village 
·  Love whole area 
·  Lovely 
·  Lovely area 
·  Lovely houses & buildings cared for & 

looked after 
·  Memories of visiting as a child 
·  Natural environment 
·  Nature 
·  Neutral 
·  Nice & near the sea 
·  Nice area in middle of city 
·  Nice footpath from Edinburgh 
·  Nice surroundings 
·  Old buildings 
·  Old houses 
·  Open space within city 
·  Out of city – close for a walk 
·  Park 
·  Park close by 
·  Park closed on a Sunday to traffic 
·  Patch of green & water a great 

combination so close to city 
·  Peaceful 
·  Peacefulness 
·  Place to stay & visit 

·  Plenty of open recreational sites 
·  Pretty 
·  Pretty nice as it is – wouldn't want to be 

anywhere else 
·  Quaintness compared to other areas 
·  Quiet 
·  Quiet 
·  Quiet 
·  Reasonably quiet 
·  Retained character 
·  Scenery - Stunning views 
·  Sense of place 
·  Some wonderful architecture 
·  Spiritual & physical aspects of whole area 
·  The history & architecture found here 
·  The old village is a different world 
·  Tranquil 
·  Unspoiled nature of village 
·  Untouched by modern development 
·  Unusual – 10 minutes from my flat & then 

in the middle of wilderness. 
·  Very fortunate to live close to area – easy 

access to Portobello & Park 
·  Very peaceful 
·  Very pleasant residential area 
·  Very poetic 
·  Very rural 
·  Views - beautiful 
·  Village was quieter when I first came 

here 
·  Walk through Park & Dr Neil's frequently 
·  Walking 
·  Walking through the Park – doesn't feel 

like being in town 
·  Walks 
·  Well worth visit – beautiful scenery, 

peaceful – a gem of a village 
·  Wildlife at Duddingston Loch 
·  Wildlife, lots of animals & birds also 

wonderful flowers/trees 
·  Would be an area I'd move to 
·  Been a visitor in Edinburgh for a month 

and been here twice 
·  Trees 
·  Geese & swans 
·  History 
·  Has been preserved well by the people 

who have moved in 

 
Facilities/Activities – 44 comments 

·  Activities in Church hall e.g. Rainbows, 
Country Dancing 

·  Dr Neil's Garden 
·  Dr Neil's Garden – you don't see anything 

of the city when in it – feel in a different 
world 

·  Dr Neil’s garden – an added basis – 

great to sit in garden &S enjoy wildlife 
·  Dr Neil’s Gardens 
·  Feeding ducks & geese 
·  Feed ducks with young child 
·  Come from East Lothian to loch just so 

kids can feed ducks – cheap place to visit 
– just a loaf of bread 
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·  Football pitches 
·  In 2003 & 2008 there was Passion Play – 

promenaded from Manse Garden 
through village – very successful & 
village residents very supportive of this 

·  Kids can ride & play in summer in 
Causeway 

·  Like Pub – skittles are good 
·  Love the pub – atmosphere good 
·  Lunch & Pub great 
·  Nice pub – dog friendly 
·  Nice to bring visitors to, have a drink, like 

the pub 
·  Pub 
·  Pub 
·  Pub 
·  Pub – come for a meal 
·  Pub quiz is good 
·  Great pub 
·  Nice pub 
·  Good pub 
·  Pretty village with a nice pub 
·  Excellent pub and associations with 

Prince Charlie 
·  The pub (food, atmosphere, non-

smoking) 

·  The Sheep's Heid Inn has come up in the 
world – food – nice to eat 

·  Historical aspect e.g. Sheep's Heid 
·  Theatre Alba performs in Manse Garden 

during Fringe (been going 12 years)  - 
great & chance for others to enjoy the 
gardens 

·  Walking round Park 
·  Community Garden – impressed with 

hens & bees, organic good. Nice space 
especially if not have own garden or live 
in flat 

·  Church 
·  Church 
·  Church – involved in Committees 
·  Church overlooking loch 
·  Good connection through Dr Neil's 

Garden with Church 
·  Once went to wedding in Church  
·  The church is a great support for people 
·  Good community spirit in the Church 
·  Church people are all very friendly 
·  Church 
·  Church & its grounds 
·  Duddingston Kirk 

 
Community Spirit – 8 comments 

·  Get to know people 
·  Sense of community 
·  Sense of community 
·  Village – good community spirit 
·  Genuine people 
·  A very friendly area with a lot of history – 

very interesting to anyone, not only those 
living locally 

·  Safe place 
·  Strives for Excellency 

 
Bus – 2 comments 

·  Bus services 
 

·  Good bus service (15 mins from town 
centre) 

 
Other – 2 comments 

1. Beginning to open itself out rather than being introspective – inviting others in 
2. Church is knowledgeable & keen to express its concern about anti-social behaviour & how to 

ameliorate this & ready & able to provide support (General comment about society rather than 
to specific event in area) 
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Barriers or obstacles to enjoyment of the area: Vis itors 

Locality

Traffic

Bus route

Litter

Environment

Community 
Safety

School Other

Facilities/
Activities

 
Locality – 8 comments 

·  Darkness of paths in winter 
·  Neutral 
·  None 
·  Not enough parking at loch 
·  Not that I know of 
·  Paths very slippy on way to loch – 

dangerous 
·  State of loch – covered in algae 
·  Wildlife on the loch has deteriorated 

since the algae has come 

 
Facilities/Activities – 4 comments 

·  No local shop 
·  Lack of knowledge of the various walks in 

the area 

·  Lack of signs 
·  Nowhere else to eat apart from Sheep's 

Heid e.g. no coffee shop 
 

Traffic – 28 comments 
·  Busy road – Duddingston Rd West near 

High School 
·  Cars in Causeway park on pavements & 

dangerous to walk by 
·  Continual road traffic through the main 

street 
·  Corner of Old Church Lane – congested 

& difficult visibility 
·  Far too busy road - Church Rd 
·  Fast driving along Causeway – children 

play here 
·  Flow of traffic when cars are parked in 

Old Church Lane 
·  I have never accessed the area of the 

Golf Course or the Secondary School – 
both seem inaccessible. 

·  Noise from traffic 
·  Parking awkward in Old Church Lane 
·  Parking hampers traffic - abuse from 

drivers 
·  Parking near the new school – as a 

temporary measure is very dangerous 

(police have been contacted) 
·  People cycling on pavement as road 

busy & dangerous 
·  Road – we use as short cut & way cars 

are parked make it difficult in Old Church 
Lane 

·  Road through Duddingston village & then 
through the Holyrood Park to 
Commonwealth Pool is terribly busy and 
the traffic goes so fast, it ruins enjoyment 
of the Park. 

·  Speeding in Park – drivers treat like 
they're driving in the country 

·  The roads through the Park too busy & 
cars drive too fast 

·  Too many cars 
·  Traffic 
·  Traffic 
·  Traffic – hazardous & busy road – air 

pollution 
·  Traffic – no parking – parking on street 

blocks road (difficult to pass) 
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·  Traffic – parking is difficult 
·  Traffic different over time – has increased 
·  Traffic in Old Church Lane tricky 
·  Traffic is terrible – can lead to heated 

discussion 
·  Transport – dangerous 42 bus stop – no 

pavement - Duddingston Rd West 

·  Would a one-way system help the 
congestion in the old village 

·  Closure of road on Sundays between 
Duddingston Village & Commonwealth 
Pool (further for me to go) 

 
Bus Route – 5 comments 

·  Bus 42 is not a very reliable service i.e. 
during the Festival plays it's very difficult 

·  Local transport 
·  Get to this nice amenity by public 

transport 

·  If use public transport wouldn't know you 
are near Duddingston 

·  Lothian bus 42 not good – only 2 an 
hour, & would like more in the evenings 

 
Litter – 4 comments 

·  Appalling litter emanating from the school 
– battle with the school to try to get 
something done 

·  Haven't seen bin – as a visitor 
 

·  Litter from school is appalling by “Tuck” 
shop 

·  Unsightly bin by shop 

Environment – 5 comments 
·  Dogs should be under control 
·  Loch not so nice as trees got so tall can't 

see into loch 
·  Niddrie needs looking after – a lasting 

makeover 
·  Shale path in Dr Neil's Garden detracts 

from ambience of wooded landscape. 
Although makes it easier to walk, material 
not appropriate. 

·  Upkeep of historic building 

 
Community safety – 2 comments 

·  By Jacob's Ladder I don't feel safe as 
steps not open where trees grown up 

·  Concern about isolation of cycle path if 
by myself 

 
School – 4 comments 

·  Council ignores local views – new school 
not same as plans shown to community 

·  High School not in keeping with old 
buildings here 

·  New school building does not blend with 
the natural environment 

·  School is massive but the trees will grow 

 
Other – 4 comments 

·  DVCS used to have some clout but 
haven’t stopped trees being cut down 

·  Getting together with all those interested 
in the area – how to do this 

·  Not noticed anything as a visitor 
·  Not that I know of, but I’m not very 

familiar with the area 
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Improvements: Visitors 

Traffic

Bus route

Litter

Environment

School

Other Facilities/
Activities

 
 

Facilities/Activities – 12 comments 
·  Keep Pub traditional 
·  Publicise the gardens better! Not many 

people know about them and people 
deserve to know! 

·  Shelter by loch side – would be good for 
wet days 

·  Not advertised enough – promote Dr 
Neil's Garden & Thomson Tower – home 
of curling 

·  Coffee shop 
·  Community Garden in the Church Glebe 
·  Cautious about future developments 
·  Wee coffee shop nearby! 
·  Would like to see & help set up a “proper” 

youth club set up in the area: made up of 
youth from Church & those from secular 
background – inclusive. To be in a 
neutral venue. Those who would be 
leading it would need to have a moral 
belief system. 

·  Tours of the village & church to the public 
·  Somewhere to have tea or coffee 

somewhere in Park or Duddingston 
·  Advertise the community land area more 

to drawing groups & art groups 

 
Traffic – 18 comments 

·  Addressing the issues identified as 
“obstacles of enjoyment’ i.e. the stopping 
of road traffic through the village 

·  Church Rd closed 
·  Close the Park to cars at least at 

weekends (Saturday & Sunday) or make 
the road one way road 

·  Controls on traffic should be 
maintained/enforced 

·  Cycle path all the way round Park which 
is clear of pedestrians – pedestrians not 
always clear that some areas are a cycle 
path. 

·  Fewer cars through Holyrood Park would 
be good 

·  Get rid of speed bumps 
·  Less traffic 
·  No parking during certain times on Old 

Church Lane (reduced traffic) 
·  One way traffic system 
·  Possibly one way system – but not sure 

would suit everyone 
·  Reduce access for cars in Holyrood Park. 

Cut all cars in Holyrood Park 
·  Road traffic system in the village 
·  To solve the problem of traffic through 

the Park into Duddingston Road West, 
possibly a one way system through the 
Causeway. 

·  Traffic restrictions at certain times 
·  Use of tour buses should be stopped 

round high road in Park 
·  When road is closed to Park it would be 

useful to get a flashing warning sign at 
main road so can take alternative route & 
not cause further congestion. 
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·  Would not like cut through Park stopped 
 

Bus Service – 5 comments 
·  Better bus services 
·  Bus service reinstated 
·  Improve bus service 
·  Improve the bus service 

·  LRT to signpost to good places i.e. see 
Belfast Bus Guide which tells people 
what they can see en-route – 
Duddingston would be a good one. 

 
Litter – 3 comments 

·  Litter – huge bonus if the litter issue was 
addressed particularly in Cavalry 

·  More bins 

·  Higher fence so that litter can’t be thrown 
over between school & golf course 

 
Environment – 12 comments 

·  Can the algae (?) be cleaned on the loch 
·  Cobblestones could be improved – bit 

rough 
·  More recycling bins – in school & local 

area 
·  More refinement & maintenance of 

Niddrie & Craigmillar buildings 
·  Overhanging branches on Duddingston 

Rd could be trimmed 
·  Peffermill Road – run down, could be 

renovated 
·  A sign somewhere in park to show 

Duddingston Loch is here – as I was 

heading in wrong direction until asked for 
help. 

·  Complete circuit of walk from Innocent 
Railway to village off road to avoid 
Duddingston Rd West 

·  Improved access to Park 
·  Possibly more signposts, but am 

unfamiliar with area so not sure 
·  Put more signs, maps of the area 
·  Visitors to hill could have access to water 

tap on their way up & down hill 

 
School – 1 comment 

1. The new Holyrood High is a blot on the area – the view across the loch from the Park has been 
spoiled – too late now but perhaps we can grow some Leylandii to block the building 

 
Other – 8 comments 

·  ‘Green tourism’ – right kind of tourism 
·  Capture the oral history of the village 
·  Church & village work together more 
·  Leave well alone – people can do too 

much 
·  Newsletter to display on Kirk notice board 

or elsewhere 
 
 
 

·  Suggest links between DVCS & Church 
congregation – info from DVCS Paddock 
newsletter via Dr Jack to pass on info via 
Church newsletter etc 

·  To advertise any proposed events with 
clear details of the venue, times, and 
what will be taking place. 

·  Village notice board 
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The young people participating 
at the Sunday Club, Brownies 
and Duddingston Primary 
School worked in groups so 
their ideas have been 
summarised in diagrams which 

show the main things they liked about the area, 
things they thought were barriers to enjoying the 
area and things they would like to see improved 
or changed. 
 

 
The young people who 
participated liked the 
sense of community in 
the area, particularly 
those who lived within 
the area.  At the Sunday 
Club some of the 
participants talked about 
trying to arrange an 
outing to the community 
garden so that more 
young people could 
enjoy the area.  They 

enjoyed the cycle route close by and all the amenities in the area. 
 
They didn’t like things 
like the traffic and the 
difficulties this made 
crossing the roads.  
Overall the majority of 
the things they shared 
through discussion and 
drawing were positive. 
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Things they wanted to change or improve included improving the cycle routes, 
traffic controls to “stop speeders” and keep cyclists off pavements.  They were 
things to do with making the area safer for pedestrians. 
 

They wanted 
people to use 
litter bins, stop 
dogs fouling and 
for more care of 
the environment.   
 
There was also 
a call for more 
play equipment; 
this was also 
highlighted by 
an adult. There 
were other 
amenities such 
as more shops 
that they 
identified.    
 

 

Young people who lived in the village wanted 
more awareness of the community garden and 
opportunities for other young people to enjoy the 
garden. 
 

 

 

Further Information 
Scottish Wildlife Trust who manages and co-manages local areas wants to 
continue to work closely with the village to manage the areas to maintain the 
maximum bio-diversity commensurate with the site. 
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There were a wide range of issues and concerns raised during this work and a 
whole range of solutions to some of the key issues.  These are ideas and solutions 
the community can work together to improve.  Many, such as the litter problem, 
have good solutions for more and different placement of bins and for working 
collaboratively with the schools. 
 
There are suggestions for guided walks and more signage that would enhance the 
visitor experience and promote Duddingston as a conservation area.  Do read the 
comments to catch all the good ideas. 
 
Residents and visitors to the area all valued the locality and setting of the 
Conservation Area. It is clear that traffic is a concern to people who are directly 
impacted upon by either living within the village or using the village route through 
the park.  Solutions varied from the do-nothing to the radical.  However, the 
community appraisal was not undertaken to solve this issue and there are many 
gems of ideas emerging that DVCS can use to inform how they move forward 
collaboratively. 
 
A number of people commented on the local bus service, this is something where 
times could be clarified within the community. 
 
A short four page report was circulated in the community along with the November 
edition of the Paddock.  This full report will be considered by the Duddingston 
Village Conservation Trust and will be made available to view on line, in Portobello 
library, at the Kirk, or on request from any member of the Committee.  Copies will be 
made available to all organisations and authorities for which it is relevant.   
 
The DVCS will make arrangements in due course for a public meeting to discuss the 
report, and what the key messages should be for the Society, and for others in the 
area.  This report will be an extremely valuable resource to guide the work of the 
Society, and to influence the work of others in the years to come. For further details 
see 
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People also made comments that they added to a map to show the area they were 
referring to.  The following maps are a record of all the location specific comments 
that people recorded.  
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