Note of a meeting of the Duddingston Village Executive Committee 
20 November 207
6 Old Church Lane

Attending:  Malcolm Windsor (Chair), Lindsay Crofts (Secretary), Alex Howarth (Treasurer) Leo Harding, Graeme Murdoch, Nick Marshall,  

Apologies:  Kate Corcoran, Sandy Richardson, Alasdair Gill, Jim Jack

	1
	Minutes and Matters arising

The minutes of the 23 April were adopted.

The following matters arising were discussed.

City Car Club Information on the City Car Club was circulated.  It was agreed that an article should be circulated in the next Paddock newsletter to gauge interest.

Action:   LC
State of the pavements It was noted that Lindsay had written to the Council to ask for action to repair the pavements. 


	2
	Community Land
Malcolm referred to the report of the meeting between NTS and DVCS.  The Committee agreed that progress was being made, and was pleased to note that work would begin to repair the walls by 26th November.  
The Statement of Cultural significance was considered.  It seemed to be overlong, although it contained matters of interest and generally was supportive of the objectives of the DVCS.  It was agreed that a number of residents should be consulted on what they remember of recent history of the village which may be contributed.  Lindsay undertook to speak to Susan Mercer, Anne Roger and Guy Oddie;  Alex to Betty;  Graeme to Bill,  and Leo to Annie.  All Committee members to consider the draft and submit comments back to the Secretary by the end of the year.

Action:   All   
The Committee noted the progress that had been made in improving the lower garden and the tennis court during the year.  It agreed to the purchase of a shed from Village funds for storage.

It was noted that the greenhouse at the back of Dairy Cottage which is used also by the DVCS is shortly to be demolished, and it is understood that the NTS  does not intend to replace it.  It was agreed that, given the fact that this is a much more secure place for a greenhouse than the upper section of the garden (until we can better secure the boundaries) the Society should ask the NTS to consider replacing the greenhouse for joint use by the tenants and the DVCS.
Action:  LC


	3
	Planning Applications
22 The Causeway had been approved with no objections
Lochside Tavern
It was noted that our comments had not been submitted at the appropriate time, but had been submitted through Cllr Peacock.  It seemed however that the Council had approved these plans.
14 Old Church Lane
The Committee considered the plans, and computer generated picture of the proposals for 14 Old Church Lane.  I was considered that the design was inappropriate to the building and to the conservation village, and in particular the use of timber, and the non symmetrical design was disfiguring to what was a listed property.  The Committee was strongly of the view that this development should be opposed.
It was agreed that representations should be made urgently to Historic Scotland, to the Cockburn Association and to the Architectural Heritage Society, and an objection should be lodged with the Council and copied to our three Councillors.

Action:  LC and MW
  

	4
	Traffic
Leo Harding gave an oral report on discussions by the traffic group (attended by Cllr Aitken and Cllr Peacock) which had considered, amongst other ideas a radical restriction of traffic entering the Causeway from Old Church Lane.  However, after some discussion it was considered that any such proposal coming from the Committee would be very divisive within the village, and was based on no professional understanding of traffic flow, or any accurate statistics.  The Committee was strongly of the view that the speed bumps in the village were inadequate and should be improved.  However it agreed that the Council was the body which had the expertise fully to consider traffic problems and traffic flow and the Council should be invited to consider and propose improvements.  It was agreed Lindsay should circulate a draft letter before issue to the Council . 

 Leo also gave an oral report of a meeting with Portobello police.  The meeting had been very useful, and had resulted in the police agreeing to discuss the commercial vehicle ban with Holyrood Park Ranger service, to check the legal basis of the ban with a view to its more effective enforcement.   In addition it was agreed to take up the offer from the police for speed enforcement visits to the Causeway, and possibly also to visit Old Church Lane on a Saturday to understand the extent of the problem of road rage.  Finally the police suggested we ask SPOKES to put something in their magazine regarding the safety of the Causeway and the vennel as a cycle route rather than Old Church Lane pavement.  
It was agreed that the Secretary should write to the Council, and to the Police with the Committee’s conclusions. It was also agreed that the Secretary should write to Holyrood Park Rangers to make formal contact.
Action LC
Finally there was a discussion about cycling in and around the village.  The Secretary reported that the Council was strongly resisting making any cycling provision along the side of the new school.  The only possible remaining route was to ask SPOKES to lobby on our behalf.  Nick had been in contact with SPOKES, and said he would ask them to if they would be prepared to approach the Concil with this suggestion


	5
	AGM

The draft minutes of the AGM were approved for circulation.

Lindsay reported the very considerable correspondence which Cllr Ewan Aitken had issued following his attendance at the AGM.  The following issues were covered, and a summary of responses recorded;

To the planning dept re their response regarding the Telephone kiosk and bus shelter:  still little progress here although the ball rests in the court of the planning office, having been asked by us and by Cllr Peacock to write to BT to request the adverts be removed from the telephone kiosk;  as for the bus shelter I am advised by CLARENCE that there is no money in the budget for a new, and more appropriate shelter but they will try to improve the one that is there.
To Gordon Sherrif re landscaping the war memorial – no firm commitment given

To the school generally reporting the improved comments on the kids behaviour

To the Direct of Services in the Community to press for the continued attendance of litter wardens at the Busy Lizzie at lunchtimes – short term commitment given
To the police re traffic – meeting now taken place

To the roads department re traffic – meeting now taken place

In addition Clllr Peacock had written to the Park authorities about the times of opening and closing on a Sunday, and had received a response to the effect that this was usually at dusk – ie earlier in the winter, but staff shortages meant that sometimes it had to be earlier.


	6
	Financial Report

Draft accounts to Nov 2007 would be prepared by Alex Howarth, who was taking over as Treasurer.  The bank balance was healthy and had recently benefited from £3,200 rebate from gift aid.


	7
	Any other business
1    The Committee agreed to the use of the  Community Land for the Easter Re Enactment

2.    Nick recommended membership of the Community Woodland Association, although we are not strictly woodland, we do have some woodland responsibility, and this would bring us into contact with other like minded groups, expose us to new information streams etc.  Membership was agreed.

3    Website – it was agreed that we should have one website address with;  that its design should be simple;  it should allow for posting information accessible to all but of interest primarily to those in the village.  Contact names and numbers should be limited to the Chairman and Secretary.  Nick undertook to look further at this.
4.    The Committee agreed its support for the renovation of the Thomson Tower and agreed to any non financial support which may be sought to ensure the successful completion of this project

LC
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