NOTE OF A MEETING OF THE DUDDINGSTON VILLAGE CONSERVATION SOCIETY EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
23 APRIL 2007 6 OLD CHURCH LANE

Attending:  Malcolm Windsor (Chair) Lindsay Crofts (Secretary) Alex Howarth; Graeme Murdoch; Sandy Richardson; Tiff Wright; Kate Corcoran; 

	1
	Minutes and Matters arising
The minutes of the previous meeting of 18 November were approved.  

Matters arising not discussed elsewhere 

· no progress yet on consideration of a car club.

· Lindsay was reminded to write to the Council re the state of the pavements.
Action Lindsay to write to Council  



	2
	Apologies

Jim Jack, Jamie Gilchrist  and Leo Harding



	2
	Community Land

- Garden Users Report

The report was noted, and commended for its detail.  The committee was impressed by the progress made in the garden last year, and already this year.  There remained concern about the lack of response from the National Trust for Scotland following the meeting between DVCS Chair and NTS Chair in March.  It was agreed that the NTS should be contacted to ask when the promised follow up meeting might take place.  It was also agreed that in the event of an unhelpful response the matter should be taken up with the Board of NTS.  
- Report of Chairman’s meeting with NTS and follow up
Malcolm Windsor reported on his meeting with NTS Chair Shonaig MacPherson with the objective of agreeing a fresh start to the relationship with them on the Community land which had been very unsatisfactory.  He considered that he had received a fair hearing, and got the impression that Ms MacPherson sympathized with the difficulties we had had with the staff of the Trust in the past.  That said however, despite the promise of a quick follow up, there had been no further contact.  Malcolm undertook to write to Ms MacPherson to seek a response.”
Action Malcolm to write to Ms MacPherson
- Proposals for garden for the coming year
Planting for the summer was well in hand, ad there had been much clearance work.  The tennis court section had been much improved with relaid grass, a barbecue and a tadpole pond.  It was agreed that the marquee should not be erected until it was needed for an event – to allow the new grass to come on.

Graeme Murdoch explained proposals for a Saturday market of produce in the harvest season where produce can be distributed, and possibly some income received.
· Johnson Marshall benches
Graeme reported that one bench was installed, and two others on order.  The Committee welcomed them as an excellent memorial to the family.



	3
	Planning Applications
- Stewarts  it was noted that this application was not yet submitted.  The Committee confirmed its view of the proposals and agreed that when the proposal was submitted the DVCS would object in the terms noted in the minutes of the November Executive Committee. 
-  Marshall/Gavin  there were no objections to the proposal by the Nick Marshall and Saskia Gavin for conversion of the potting shed for home/office use.
It was noted that there was an application by the Kirk for replacement sheds in Dr Neill’s garden.  There was some concern about the siting of this new shed.  Tiff Wright undertook to check the application.



	4
	Traffic
- The Committee noted Leo Harding’s correspondence with City Council.  It was agreed that we should press for responses before the AGM.


	5
	AGM Agenda and arrangements
It was agreed that the Secretary should circulate the Committee to set a date for the AGM.  It was thought unnecessary to invite the Community police to make a presentation.  Instead it was suggested that the new Councillor should be invited to introduce themselves to the Community and to stay at least to hear discussion about the school and traffic.

It was agreed that we should consider holding the meeting in the new Kirk Hall if available.

Action Lindsay to set date for AGM;  make necessary arrangements and write to new Councillor 



	6
	War Memorial
Suggestions for its re-siting

Consideration was given to an appropriate alternative site for the war memorial.  It was suggested that it could be considered in the ‘village square’ beside the Kirk. 

Action  Lindsay to give further consideration to consultation on this.



	7
	Financial Report

- Draft accounts to Nov 2006 to be circulated following Lindsay’s  forthcoming meeting with the Accountants.

- Finance report to date



	8
	Any other business

AOB 1  Alex Howarth agreed to take over the Treasurer role at the AGM

AOB 2  Dr McIntosh’s comments on membership were noted, particularly that he has been a life member since 1951.

AOB 3  It was agreed that the notice board should be taken down from the Causeway,  (Action Jimmy Corcoran and Roger Crofts)




The minutes of the previous meeting of 18 November were agreed

