Minutes of a meeting of the Duddingston Village Conservation Society
Executive Committee:   31 May 2006

Present:  




Apologies
	Malcolm  Windsor (Chair)
	Tiff Wright

	Lindsay Crofts 
	Jamie Gilchrist

	Graeme Murdoch
	Kate Corcoran

	Leo Harding
	Jim Jack

	Sandy Richardson
	


Agenda Item 1: Minutes and matters arising

Apologies were noted.  Minutes of the previous meeting (May 2006) were agreed.  There were no matters arising.

Malcolm welcomed Jim Devin who joined us to make a presentation on behalf of the Duddingston Courtyard residents on a planning matter.  For this reason this item was taken first. Jim explained the history behind the ownership of the wedges of land just inside the main gates of Duddingston House on Milton Road West, where there were currently problems of anti social behaviour and fly tipping.  The residents proposed to submit plans for two small lodges – one on either side just inside the gates.  In this way they would use land currently derelict but where there had historically been a building  and it was therefore likely that they would get a reasonable hearing from the Planning Dept.  There was a written commitment that any surplus funds released by the project would be put back into conservation. They asked for our support – this was agreed and it was agreed that the Lindsay should write to the Planning Dept DVCS in support.

Agenda Item 2: Holy rood School update
Paper 1 was noted.  It was agreed that the Secretary should write to the Council stressing the importance of ensuring appropriate high quality materials be used in the construction of the new school; also confirming the importance of ensuring responsibility for the maintenance of the boundary strip of trees is clear.










Action   Lindsay
Agenda Item 3:  Portobello School update

Paper 2 was noted.  Agreed no further action needed. 

Agenda Item 4:  Community Land Project

Paper 5 noted.  It was agreed that we should maintain the line with the NTS that high levels of external fundraising are unlikely to be sourced; that this project is essentially by the village for the village, and we would wish to keep overall costs down.  There was some discussion of the byre which cannot be concluded until we have a clear view of the NTS position but the Committee noted that Lindsay and Malcolm will meet the NTS in January.  It was recognised that there needs to be some early remedial work to make the building safe.  We will continue a high level of voluntary effort as the Village contribution, and will in addition fundraise as we are able – but recognise that this will be more limited as the benefits to outside bodies are difficult to quantify.
Agenda Item 5: Planning Issues
Malcolm reported the meeting he had had with the architect designing a new house for Mr and Mrs Stewart at the foot of their garden, extending (and more than doubling) the former tavern there.  He noted that the architect had clearly approached the project with a high degree of sensitivity, reducing as far as possible the house level so that it will be minimally visible behind the current walls.  Despite this the committee considered that this was a very sensitive site in the village, being right at the entrance to the village from the park; that the construction of a dwelling house there would change the character of that important area near the Loch from rural to residential; and that there would be a significant impact on the view of the village from the hill.  It was agreed that, taking account of the conservation objectives of the society, the DVCS should object to a Planning Application to develop this area..








Action 
   Malcolm  

Agenda Item 6  Finance Report
The Society’s financial position was noted;  in particular the cost of building the steps at the Community Garden was noted to have been £2,153 – which everyone regarded as good value for money.  It was agreed that this cost should be born by the DVCS and not be reclaimed from NTS.  

Agenda Item 7:  Scheduling of Traffic discussion
Leo undertook to convene a meeting in January prior to discussing traffic issues with the Council.  It was agreed that we should ask Jim Jack whether traffic was an issue which had come out of the Local Needs survey which he conducted.  










Action   Leo
Agenda Item 8: Scheduling of future meetings:

It was recognised that a further meeting may need to be convened at short notice to respond to the Stewart’s Planning application.  Otherwise the committee should meet again in February.
Agenda Item 9:

AOB 1:  Lindsay will write to the Council (Richard Barclay) and raise with them the deteriorating state of the pavements to see if we can get some remedial action taken – possibly in partnership with the McNiven Bequest.









Action Lindsay
AOB 2:  It was noted that litter and anti social behaviour was still a problem in the Causeway, but that one pupil had been suspended for a week after his behaviour had been reported to the school.

AOB 3:  Sandy raised the possibility of a Car Club which was welcomed as a good initiative.  To be taken forward by traffic group.










Action Leo

AOB 4:  Noted that a further edition of the Paddock was to be issued shortly, but that most updates from this meeting had been submitted as copy.

AOB 5:  Noted that a wreath will be laid on behalf of the village at the war memorial on Sunday.

AOB 6:  Forms for reclaiming gift aid were duly signed.
LC     
9 November 2006

