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1.
Introduction
The site (excluding No. 58 The Causeway) was visited on 6th June 2007 by Robin Turner and Sara Khorasani in order to consider the implications of proposed wall repairs, and for general familiarisation purposes and archaeological appraisal.  The visit was preceded by a rapid map regression analysis, beginning with the useful level of detail on Roy’s Military Survey map of around 1750 – see Appendix.

The site lies to the north of The Causeway, starting east of No. 48, then extending along behind Nos 48-52 (Fig. 1). The property consists of three main sections: 

· Vegetable Garden - the L-shaped gardens, recently allotments, adjacent to The Causeway

· Bowling Green - the ‘tennis court area (formerly a bowling green); 

· Paddock - the paddock area to the rear (north).

In addition are the ruins of ‘the byre’, which were not inspected internally during the visit, and also a glasshouse to the west of the shared lane. The lane itself contains features of historical interest.

2.
Historical development
Much of the following historical summary has been derived from the Duddingston Conservation Area Character Appraisal
.

Duddingston has existed as a village since at least the 12th century, developing into a small community around the church and along the road leading to Edinburgh. The medieval settlement thrived on agriculture, fishing, the extraction of marl and mining. In the early 18th century weaving became important for the village, and around 440 people lived in or around the cottages along The Causeway – to the north of which lies the NTS property. In a new phase of development in the early 19th century, some of the weavers’ cottages were demolished along the north side of The Causeway, and more imposing houses were built in their place.

2a
Vegetable Garden

The area of the Vegetable Garden was probably the site of weavers’ cottages from the turn of the 18th century or before, but may well have housed dwellings or other structures before then (cf. Roy map, c. 1750). By the early 19th century the area already belonged to Hawthorn Brae, and seems thereafter to have been used as a utility garden – latterly, according to Heath’s plan of the site for the NTS dated 2002, as allotments. Any 18th-century or earlier archaeological remains near the road are likely to be sealed below at least 1m of soil and hillwash, and will therefore have been protected from later disturbance. 

2b
Bowling Green

This area was taken in as some form or shelter belt around the middle of the 19th century, but was opened up to the north in the third quarter of the century to encompass the Paddock area. The first map reference we have to it being a bowling green is from 1891, and in the 20th century it became a tennis court. A structure once existed in the north-east corner, extending north from the boundary wall, but was not obviously inter-connected with the Bowling Green area and may have been for paddocking to the north. The Byre, between the Bowling Green and the Vegetable Garden, existed in part by the end of the 19th century, and was subsequently extended to the east and south into its present form.

2c
Paddock

The Paddock area was probably not built on until the early 20th century, after which a fluid sequence of construction and alteration is evident.

3.
Buried archaeology
3a
Vegetable Garden

There is a high probability of finding structural remains at the front (south) of this area, with an equally high chance of there being midden deposits behind, to the rear of the properties.  The discovery (during the 6th June 2007 visit) of an abraded fragment of what appears to be unglazed medieval pottery from the upcast of a pit dug (without archaeological involvement) for the removal of a tree stump gives a hint of what might exist. The same upcast contained numerous sherds of post-medieval and later pottery, all of which relates to the history of the village.

Adjacent to No. 48 and the road, the area has also been excavated without archaeological supervision during the ‘tanking’ of the side of the building. This will have severely compromised or erased evidence of historic buildings in this area.

3b
Bowling Green

The Bowling Green area and the Paddock to the north appear from map evidence to have been cultivated, apparently rig and furrow, in the early post-medieval period. On the basis of what is known from historic maps, other than traces of older cultivation, it is unlikely that significant buried deposits exist in the Bowling Green area, although midden deposits are quite possible – through dumping over the property boundary. The truncation caused by levelling the area would have cut through archaeological deposits to the north, but buried those to the south, nearer the road.

3c
Paddock and lane

The Paddock area retains extensive buried and extant evidence of cobbles, setts and floor surfaces from the late 19th and 20th-century use of the area as a paddock. Significant surfaces also remain along the south-north lane to the west of the property, where cart ruts have been scored into the granite slabs through at least two centuries of use.

4.
Standing archaeology
4a
Vegetable Garden

The walls of the Vegetable Garden are all of interest, mostly being of stone rubble with stone copes, but including a brick wall (the eastern boundary), based on an original construction of what appear to be 18th-century bricks. The brick wall is unusual in that it is built parallel to the contemporary slope, rather than being built in horizontal lifts. One brick in particular was noted to contain a distinctive stamp, although finding its origins will require further research. The inserted doorway leading to the property to the east is also of interest, as is the wooden door itself and the wrought ironwork in its lower parts – presumably dating from the first half of the 19th century, but probably more closely datable.

The other walls defining the Vegetable Garden area contain various features of interest which relate to the use of the area and to other adaptations. Occasional tooled stones, and even carved stone fragments, are to be found in the walls all around the property.

The south side of the south wall appears to have been re-faced along the street frontage in the style of that to the front of Hawthorn Brae, giving visitors the impression of a very substantial façade to the grounds of the house, and used to indicate the unified area of ownership for the house.

4b
Bowling Green

The brick wall along the eastern boundary continues north into this area and includes a small number of features relating to its development. The wall between this area and the Vegetable garden is notable for its coping, exhibiting an unusual L-profile which is higher to the south face than to the north.

4c
Paddock and lane

The Paddock area retains considerable evidence of the very late 19th- and 20th-century buildings in this area. Evidence survives of sequence and use, including divisions of the buildings which developed along the north side of the area.

The entrance to the Paddock retains a fine set of wrought iron gates which seem much higher quality than would be expected for the entrance to a paddock. It seems likely that they have been reused, and hung for the benefit of impressing those using the Bowling Green. Ironwork of interest is to be found elsewhere in the property.

The lane walls retain details of the development and use of the spaces to the east and west: map evidence indicates considerable changes over the past 250 years, especially in relation to the Byre and the area to the south of it.

The timber greenhouse seems to date from the second half of the 20th century, and has no obvious cultural significance.

5.
Archaeological and historical significance
The property lies in the heart of the medieval village of Duddingston, a settlement that retains a surprising amount of historical character considering its location near the middle of what has developed as the City of Edinburgh. The old walls that enclose the property are of complementary historical character, and add to a sense of history and tranquillity when inside. 

Archaeologically, the high potential for buried rural structures near the street frontage, protected by built-up soil at the base of slope, is of considerable significance – potentially at a national scale. Rural medieval settlement remains of this type are very rare indeed.

Further back, within the Vegetable Garden, the potential is again high for the existence of midden deposits related to the medieval and later occupation of the village, giving the area high local significance. Deposits in the northern half of the property will also contain locally interesting artefacts from the use of the village, as well as medieval and probably earlier finds from the manuring of the rig and furrow fields going up the hill. The levelling of the Bowling Green will have truncated these deposits to the north, but will have protected them to the south. Despite tree root disturbance, there is therefore high potential to encounter protected medieval or early post-medieval rig and furrow evidence, which would be of high regional significance due to its rarity and interest in terms of agricultural history.

The walls around the property contain occasional features of local interest, but some of the features, such as the door to Hawthorne Brae in the Vegetable Garden, or the gate from the lane to the Paddock, are of greater interest and require care. The constructional details and age of the brick wall along the eastern boundary of the property is also of interest. The in situ rutted granite slabs of the lane show that this surface has lasted for many generations, and are of considerable significance in terms of the history of the village and its patina.

6.
Proposals for recording and research
In light of proposed repairs to the walls and structures, and given the significance of the walls and features within them, it is important to make a record in advance of works. In some areas this will be little more than a rapid written and photographic record, but in others the remains are worthy of much more detailed recording. Some research is merited into the stamped 18th-century brick in the east wall of the Vegetable Garden, and also into the wrought iron work and the carved and moulded stones around the site.

The potential significance of the site, and especially of its archaeological deposits, must be communicated with those who are currently involved in its management, and ground disturbance works should not be started or continued without appropriate archaeological advice and involvement, not to mention obtaining appropriate consents for works in a Conservation Area.

This report is based on a very rapid review of easily available map evidence, and there is a need for this to be supplemented by further documentary and cartographic research – ideally in association with the Duddingston Village Conservation Society. Linking recording and research with the local community is important given the context of the property, and could to some extent be facilitated as part of the RCAHMS Scotland’s Rural Past Project, with which the Trust is a key partner.

Robin Turner

8th June 2007

Appendix – Maps consulted
*Those marked with an asterisk are of the most interest.
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Fig. 1: Property boundaries

� See � HYPERLINK "http://download.edinburgh.gov.uk/caca/cacaDuddingston.pdf" ��http://download.edinburgh.gov.uk/caca/cacaDuddingston.pdf�. 
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