No. 58 Duddington Ecological Appraisal

Date of Visit: 4th July 2007

1). Introduction

A field ecological assessment was carried out at the above property in order to assess the nature conservation importance of the property and highlight any key issues relating to wildlife and any future works.

2). Methods

All the site was walked over, with any notable wildlife interests recorded, and the building structures were checked for signs of bats and any breeding birds. Please note that due to health & safety restrictions, not all the building structures could be thoroughly checked and an assessment from nearby had to be carried out instead at this time.

3). Findings

3.1. Bats

No signs of bats were observed on or within any built structure. Signs looked for included bat droppings on walls and floors, and feeding signs, such as butterfly wings, on the ground. Virtually all the inside of the byre (inc. the upper floor) received a visual check but due to the weakness of the structures, it was not possible to go too far into the upper floor of the building to check all areas of the roof. Also, one area of the byre was fenced off from public access.

Due to the current nature and state of the buildings e.g. very open to the elements, damp, no or little roof , it is considered highly unlikely that bats are using these places at this time. However, it is possible that solitary bats might use the remaining slates for a roost now and again. [The main byre would have been a more attractive roost site for bats when it still had its roof as the property lies very close to excellent foraging sites e.g. Duddingston Loch].

A visual check of the mature trees in the property for potential tree roosts was also carried out. This type of assessment is notoriously difficult as bats can use very small cracks in trees as well as big holes. Only one very mature Ash tree along the NE side of the property beside the wall (behind current marquee) was considered to be of ‘high probability’ of having a bat roost. This tree looked very old and had a lot of ivy.

Recommendations:

· A clause to be put into any contractor’s brief stating that building work stops immediately if any bats are found during the course of works and that SNH be contacted for further advice.

· A detailed inspection and bat survey of the old Ash tree must be carried out prior to any major tree works e.g. felling, major limb removal.

3.2. Vegetation

There were no plants of botanical note found on the property at this time. The mature Ash, Lime, Pine and Sycamore trees were of local importance as both landscape and wildlife features and should be kept.

3.3. Birds & Other Animal Life

The property supported typical garden species such as chaffinch, dunnock, blackbird and robin. A chiffchaff was heard singing nearby and a grey squirrel was observed on one of the trees. The garden is probably quite good for butterflies and other insects owing to the large areas of garlic mustard, nettles, brambles as well as individual plants, like elder, rosemary, ivy, hawthorn and holly. A number of bird boxes have been erected but their use by birds is unknown.

3.4. Other Interests

A small lined circular pond was found in one corner and was completely covered in duckweed. This pond is of limited value for wildlife due to its shady location, size and design and indeed may be a danger to some due to its steep-sided edges stopping animals getting out once they go in.

Recommendations:

· Fill in pond and re-create a new bigger pond in a less shady location and with shallow sides and more diverse edges, depths, plants,  etc.

· Keep some areas of the property for garden wildlife, including ‘wild’ bits, and plant shrubs, herbs and flowers which are good for wildlife (host of websites out there which can help with ideas). In areas of limited soil/concrete, it could be a good place to create a small wild flower meadow. This type of work would be great for involving local schoolchildren and the nearby church. Assistance and advice can be provided by NTS for such work.

4). Overall Conclusions

The property is currently of low wildlife importance except for typical garden wildlife species. No signs of bats were found. Recommendations have been put forward to address any future issues with bats and for conserving and enhancing existing garden wildlife interests.
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